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As the only Means of retrieving our 


TRADE 
LIBERTIES; 


By the Peruſal of the late REPORT of a 

Committee of the Houſe of Commons re- 

lating to the ARMY ; by which, many 

oſs and important ABUSES 2 to 

ve been committed in that Article of the 

Publick Expence, for many Years paſt, as 
proved by Abſtracts of the ſaid Repore. 


Yn ones: — 
In a LETTER to @ Member of the ſaid Committee, 
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National Oeconomy ; 
RECOMMENDED 


As the only Means of retrieving our 
TRADR, and ſecuring our LizerTIES, 


e. . 
September —, 1746. 


Return you Thanks in Behalf of this once 
TOR flouriſhing Corporation, which you repreſent 
in Parliament, for the Share you have had in 
= ſetting on Foot an Enquiry into the State and 

Management of the Army, and for your Vi- 
gilance in detecting Abuſes in that Article of the National 
Expence. But let me obſerve to you, that it appears but too 
evidently to me, on the Face of the Report you ſent me, 
that either your Committee were not arm'd with ſufficient 
Powers to compel Delinquents to an ample Avowal of their 
Peculation, or that you were loth to ſift things to the Bot . 
tom: And in either Caſe, Gentlemen muſt excuſe me if 1 
hold them not altogether blameleſs ; for Enquiries, when 
not extended and made to the Purpoſe, prove rather Incen- 
tives than Reſtraints to the Abuſers of Public Truſt and 


Confidence, Theſe Sons of publick Rapine and Plunder 
B grow - 


. 

grow bolder in Iniquity, looking on all ſlight and ſuperficiat 
3 efearches into their Conduct as ſo many Earneſts of the 
"| - Impuni 7 they are to expect from Men in Power, not only 
— at the T ime they are made, but ever after. Beſides, that 

hafty or indulgent Reſearches have a fatal Tendency in 

regard to Futurity, it being but too well known that pre- 
El ſent Impuni hath often been conſtrued into a Precedent 

injurious to Poſterity. Need ] illuſtrate, by Example, this 
| Obſervation to you, who ſo often have lamented, in my 
| Hearing, that the preſent Corruption and Miſconduct of 
| fome M rs was owing to the too great Indulgence ſhewn 
' © 8 in the late Reigns? 


But, to bring home this Point to the Committee under 
our preſent Conſi deration, is it not natural to conclude, that f 
their preſent Indulgence to Delinquents will hereafter em- | 

| bolden military Men, and others concern'd in the Manage- 
© 1 ment of the Army, to abuſe their Truſt, and plunder the 

| Public ? For Inftance, will not the unparallelP'd Indul- 

| gence ſhewn to*Edmund Jones, Deputy and Caſhier to the 
Paymaſter of the Marines, be an Encouragement to Ca- 
fhiers,- in that and other Offices hereafter, to 5 vaſt ] 


Sums of the public Money to their own Uſe ? Mr. ones, 
after flagrant Prevarication, is brought to own that he had 
lent out 90,200 J. of the Public Money, and that he- 
| divided the Intereſt- Money ariſing by the * amounting 
| at one time to about 100% 4 with one Herbert * Ac- 
| complice. 


As I ſha! have Occaſion, in the Courſe of my Re- 
f - marks upon the Report, to conſider this Matter more 
| . minutely, I ſhall obſerve here only that a little paltry 

| Caſhier, who durſt have employ'd to his own Uſe near 

| 00,000 J. of the public Money at one Time, was let 

down more ſoftly than probably he would have been, if 

greater Men than himſelf had not been privy to. this dan- 

gerous Iniult upon the Nation, Has any Punifhment been 

| inflicted, or any Proſecution been order'd againſt this Janas, 

| or his Accomplice Herbert? None, any more than againſt 

| ſeveral 1 vis appear by. the U to have been 


SM: E reproveable.. 


Perhaps 


Perhaps it might not be thought expedient, while the 
military Gentiemen were ſo neceſſarily employ'd in quell- 
ing the late Rebellion, to call upon them perſonally, ſcru- 
tinize, their Civil Conduct, and puniſh their Delinquency ; 
and if that as the Caſe, it had heen better to have poſt- 
poned the Eoquiry to a more -pacific Seaſon ; and I can- 
not but obſerve, that an unfitter Time could hardly be fix'd 
upon for enquiring into the Corruptions of an Army, than 
when it was of greateſt Uſe and Neceflity, But we will 
ſuppoſe the Abuſes to be grown too notorious and enormous 
to be any longer borne with, which appears to have been 
the Caſe by this very Report, ſuperficial as it ſeems; and 
this may be no incongruous Reaſon for the Enquiry, even 
in an unfavourable Seaſon, it being always of Advantage to 
the Public to let Delinquents ſee that their Corruptions are 
not unobſerved, | 


If I fee the Enquiry renew'd next Seffion, as I doubt 
not we ſhall, becauſe we are bleſs'd with Repreſentatives 
diftinguiſh'd for Integrity, Parſimony, and Penetration, I 
ſhall conclude that the Progreſs made in it the laſt, was 
only introductory to what we are to expect. But ſhould 
the Inſpection ſtop here, I ſhall conclude that the Gentlemen 
of the Army have greater Influence than our Conſtitution 
admits of, or an Exgliſpman would wiſh they had. 


The Exgliſb Pay is the higheſt in the World, and no 
Army in Europe is more punctually or more regularly paid, 
and better ſupplied, than ours; yet, to take the Embezzle- 
ments, the Sinkings by falſe Muſters, non effective Men, 
Cloathing, Vacancies, Agencies, Recruiting, and other 
Articles, even on the Footing of this indulgent Enquiry, I 
believe no Nation in Europe ſo impoſed upon in this Arti- 
cle; nor can properly ariſe any Doubt, that the like or 
greater Injuſtice is done to the Nation in the ſeveral other 
important Articles of the public Expence. 


But we are not become Prodigals only in expending put» 
lic Money, for in raiſing it we are no leſs extravagant ; 
witneſs the Sum of 400,000 J. that might have been ſaved 
on the raiſing 3,000,000 /. for the current Service of the 
preſent Year, it Sir John Barnard's Propoſal had not been 

„B 2 rejected, 
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T4] 
rejected, to make way for Fetus and Foreigners to fatten 
upon our Spoil. (a) 1 23 fully perſuaded, ſays that 


* worthy Repreſentative of the greateſt trading City in the 


« World, in his Defence his Propoſals, that, in the Situa- 


e tion which this Nation is, ſo fully tax'd, that it is not 
ec practicable, by annual Taxes, to raiſe within the Year 


* the Money which is neceſſary in Times of War. The 


„ Well-being of the Nation depends upon nothing more 


+ than a conſtant prudent Management both in raiſing and 
& expending the Money, Miſmanagement in either tends 
< to plunge us into Debts, which may grow ſa exceſſive as 
& that we may be neither able to bear them, nor haneſtly get 

& rid of them.” And after obſerving upon the Inxjuſtice 
done to the old Creditors of the Public, by letting the new 
run away with exorhitant Premiums for the Advance of 


Money, he goes on: 


£© There is another Conſideration, which regards both 
ce the Public and the Creditors; which is, that Miſma- 
« nagement leſſens the Opinion which Mankind have of 
« the Funds, and fo tends to raiſe the Rate of Intereſt. 


I conceive, that a Nation may leſſen its Credit by the 
„ ſame Means a private Man may: A Man that ſets out 


« with a great Eſtate, and is known to miſmanage his Af- 


fairs, will, in time, have much leſs Credit than another, 


<© who, altho' of ſmall Eſtate, is obſerved to manage his 
„Affairs with Prudence. Theſe Conſiderations are, I 
conceive, abundantly ſufficient to juſtify any Perſon in 
& uſing his utmoft Endeavours to have the Public ſupplied 
„ with the neceſſary Money on the cheapeſt Terms poſſible, 
« and to make a Member of Parliament, who, in that 


Capacity, is no other than a Truſtee for the People, 
think it his indiſpenſable Duty to act accordingly.” 


But, how. cogent ſoever theſe Canſiderations were with 


that difintereſted Legiſlator, for raiſing and expending pub- 
lic Money with CEconomy,, there are others which weigh 
much more with me, and I dare ſay with him, if he had 
thought proper to mention them, The firſt is, that with- 


out the utmoſt CAiconomy we can form no Hopes of ever 


being able to retrieve our Trade, which the French, Dutch, 


: Flem- 
(a) Pag. 8. 


3 
Flemmings, and others have ingroſs'd, by being able to un- 
derſell us at Foreign Markets, even with our own favourite 
ſtaple Manufacture. Tis not enough that the principal 
Ingredient of this Manufacture, H/72/, is of our own Growth, 
while our Taxes bear ſo hard on the Engliſb Manufacturer 
that he cannot work up this Wool by 20 per Cent. fo cheap 
as the French, and other foreign Workmen. Ian vain ſhall 
we think to retrieve our Trade by a Peace, unleſs we can 
go to Market as cheap as others; for Trade is not to be 
forced, even had we a Superiority of Power ; and Fo- 
reigners will ever buy of thoſe that afford the beſt Penny- 
worths. So that Speculiſts may form what Schemes and 
Plans they will, for improving and extending our Com- 
merce ; but I ſay, and inſiſt, that without a very conſider- 
able Reduction of thoſe Taxes which affect the working 
Part of our People, our Foreign Trade will and muſt an- 
nually decay and grow worſe, 


Here, then, is a Reaſon affecting the whole Community, 
which ſhould create among us all a Spirit of Parſimony and 
[ CKconomy ; and yet there is ſtill another, more urgent and 
intereſting than this. *Tis true, Trade is of public Utility, 
and no Nation, particularly Iſlanders as we are, can well 
ſubſiſt without it; but much leſs can we ſubſiſt without 
Freedom, which I apprehend is no leſs endanger'd than 
Trade, by the Weight and Continuance of our Debts and 
Taxes, 


Much has been wrote by the Friends to Corruption and 
| Venality, concerning the Diminution of the Prerogative of 
| the Crown ſince the Revolution; but they have and muſt 
| for ever fail of maintaining the Argument among a People, 

whereof each Individual can, from his own Experience, 
prove the direct contrary, Who ſaw not, and experienced, 
the Power of the Crown during the Adminiſtration of the 
late Earl of Orford? Who ſaw not the over- bearing In- 
fluence of that Minifter in the Senate, the Army, and, in 
ſhort, every where but among Foreigners, where alone an 
Ae ſhould wiſh it exerciſed? And whence, but from 
the Receipt of a vaſt Revenue, and the Diſtribution of a 
Multitude of Places and Employments, created by our 


Debts 


2 e 


[6] 
Debts and Taxes, did the mighty Influence of that arbi- 
trafy Miniſter ſpring ? | 


But if the miniſterial Power, a modern Phraſe for Pre- 
rogative, has been ſo exceſſive, while yet our Debts were 
under Fifty Millions, and the annual Receipt of public 
Money did not exceed Dur or Five, how much more for- 
midable may we not dread its becoming now that the na- 
tional, Debt exceeds Seventy Millions, and the yearly Receipt 
is above Nine? The Debts and the miniſterial Power, or 
Preropative, muſt naturally, nay neceſlarily, grow up toge- 
ther; and this Power, or Species of Prerogative, is far 
more dangerous in the Hands of an ambitious Prince and 
corrupt Miniftry, than any Stretch of Power in Conſe- 
quence of any bare pretended inherent Prerogative of the 
Crown. 7 | 


This Point being too well, and too generally underſtood 
and acknowledg'd to be controverted at preſent, it may be 
faid that our Debts and Taxes have created ſuch a Power in 
the Crown as was unknown before the Revolution ; and 
that the Crown, in conſequence of this Power or new Pre- 
rogative, would be an Over-match for the People, had it 
been worne by any Prince leis virtuous, and more ambi- 
tious than his preſent Majeſty, - But as he is ſubject to the 
Laws of Nature as well as others, a wiſe People would 


guard againſt the Ambition of his Succeſſors, and Corrup- 


tion of future Miniſters. Should the preſent Power of the 
Crown continue, by the Continuance of our Debts and 
Taxes, what- ſhall hinder an ambitious Prince and a cor- 
rupt Miniſtry to over-turn the Conſtitution, if a Change 
of it ſuit the Temper of the Court better than the preſent 
Form ? But, alas! may not the Conſtitution be alter'd, tho? 
the Form be preſerved ? Did not the Form or Appearance of 
the ancient Roman Conſtitution remain long after its Eſſence 
was no more? There was a Senate, at leaſt the Shew of 
one, during the long deſpotic Influence of Auguſtus; but it 
was but the Shadow of that once auguſt Aſſembly, which 
Turb'd the Infolence of Miniſters and Generals at home, 
and gave Laws to foreign Nations, 


F ordis 


TS 


Forbid it, Heaven! that ever our Conſtitution ſhould 
be reduced to Form only, or our Senate to ſuch a Shadow 
as was that of old Rome / But ſuch it may be hereafter, if 
the Power created by our Debts and Taxes continues; nay, 
ſuch it muſt be, if ever any of our Rulers of the preſent 
Royal Line ſhould be ſo ambitious as to introduce the ſame 
Maxims of Government in their Regal as well as Electoral 
Dominions. What ſhall hinder them, if they have the 
Receipt and Payment of ſuch a vaſt Revenue as the preſent, 
and the Diſpoſal of ſuch a prodigious Number of- lucrative 
Employments as are created by our preſent Debts and 
Taxes? I defy the Art of Man to obſtruct the Incroach- 
ments of future ambitious Princes and corrupt Miniſters, if 
the Poſture of our Affairs, as to Debts and Taxes, remains 
the ſame that it is at preſent. His Majeſty's Virtues ſecure 
us at preſent ; but what Security have we that his Succeſſors, 
or ſome of them at leaſt, may not inherit his Crown with- 
out his Virtues ? 


Now, therefore, is the real Harveſt- ſeaſon of an Engliſh- 
man, who would preſerye and perpetuate the Freedom of 
Poſterity, While ſo benevolent a Prince as his cs 
rules, a Fence may be raiſed to ſecure our Liberties again 
the Invaſions of future ambitious Rulers ; but this Bulwark 
is only to be raiſed on the ReduCtion of thoſe Debts and 
Taxes, which have thrown down that which had been 
erected by the Conſtitution, This never defign'd that the 
Crown ſhould enjoy a Power to tread under Foot the Liber- 
ties of the People. The Conſtitution took away actually 
any ſuch injurious Power from the Crown ; but our Debts 
and Taxes have imperceptibly communicated ſuch an In- 
creaſe of Power to the Throne, as enables it to throw down 
at Will all thoſe Ramparts that had been ſet up by the pri- 
mitive Conſtitution, WED | 


Therefore, if we would put it out of the Power of bad 
Men to hurt us hereafter, we ſhould act like wiſe Men at 
preſent. If we take the Means from the Vicious, they will. 
want the Power to injure us. The Receipt; of a vaſt Re- 
venue, and the Diſtribution of Employments grafted upon 
it, is this Means. Let us then, according to Sir John = 

nar 


/ 


FE. 


ard, be more prudent both in the raiſing and expending 


public Meney for the future. Had we been as prudent as 
we might and ought, ſince the Revolution, we had accumu- 
lated no Debts, nor added to our Taxes ; but being a clear 


+ and unburthen'd Nation was not the Buſineſs of the Court, 


tho” it was that of the People. Debts ſtood, in the room of 
Pledges for their Fidelity, and Taxes added to the Power 
of the Crown. It was to this falſe Policy, which prevail'd 
as early as the Revolution, that we are to impute the pre- 
ſent, Exorbitancy of our Debts and Taxes, and the danger- 
ous Increaſe of the Regal Power in virtue of them. 


But how was this mortgaging Scheme executed in the 
Face of the Sun without general Murmur and Complaint? 


Shall I anſwer this Queſtion by putting another, which, Sir, 
your own Memory will help you to ſolve ?. If 400,900 . 
may be ſaved in the raiſing g,, ooo l. by dealing with a 
Set of honeſt Engliſhmen, preferable to eros, Infidels, and 
Foreigners, and ſo great a National Saving be neglected in 
one ſingle Inſtance without Murmur, what Wonder is it 
that the preſent National Burden ſhould haye increaſed to 
its preſent cumberous and dangerous Weight, without any 
viſible public Perturbation ? Pretexts are never wanting on 
the Part of Courts and Miniſters, who can never fail of 
ſtifling Complaints, when they have the Means to beſtow 


Penſions and Employments, with which they are furniſh'd 


by that very Cauſe, of which the People would or ought te 
complain. | 


But what ſignifies Murmur and Complaint in a Land of 
Corruption and Venality ? Did not the public Complaint 


reach all Europe in the leng Walpolean Adminiſtration, yet 
what did it avail? J/alpole, it is true, was removed at laſt 


by the Force of Complaint ; but was the Cauſe of Com- 
plaint removed ? He was removed to make way for more 
hungry Stateſmen, who purſued Meaſures which they had 
thought proper to explode in their Predeceſſor. Taxes 
were continued, Debts were increaſed, and conſequently 
the Power of the Crown went on increaſing as well ſince 
as in Sir Roberts Days. What have the People got by 
the Exchange ? Or what can they hope from any Change 


of Miniſters, unleſs there be more prudent W 
| or 


[9 ] 
for the future, both in raiſing and expending public 
Money ? 3 | | | 


The chief Articles of our Expence are thoſe of the 
Army and Navy. _ All we know for certain of the Navy 
at preſent, is, that there is a monſtrous Debt due upon it, 
(many Millions) as yet unaccounted for, or fecured b 
Parliament, And as for the Army, this Report is too viſi- 
ble a Proof that the Money raiſed by Parliament for its 
Support, has not been expended with that prudent Manage- 
ment requiſite in our preſent C:rcumftances, and intended 
by the Conftitution, This appears but too evidently by 
almoſt every Page of the preſent Report, which, it is to 
xe hoped, is introductory only to what is to follow, 


The Committee ſets out with great Order and Method 
in the Diſcuſſion of the Point referr'd to them; but I am 
ſorry they ſet out likewiſe with promiſing that they would 
(b) avoid all Obſervations, except ſuch as render the various 
Accounts and Examinations intelligible, 1 confeſs that this 
Introduction, which to me ſeem'd altogether needleſs, if it 
was intended to probe the Wound to the Bottom, gave me 


ſuch a Concern as muſt neceſſarily affect every honeſt Eng- 
liſhman, But to proceed: 


(c) The Method, which your Committee think the 
“ moſt proper to avoid Confuſion, is, to ſtate firſt what 
& relates to the Money granted by Parliament for the 
« Pay; ſecondly, what regards the Number of effective 
Men; and, thirdly, the Method of muſtering and re- 
« cruiting the Land Forces and Marines. 


* The Money for the Pay of the Land Forces and 
Marines being annually granted by Parliament upon 
«« Eſtimates, which contain only the total Number of 
Men, Officers included, and the groſs Sum for each 
© Regiment, it became neceſſary for the Committee to 
« examine as many of the Eſtabliſhments as could conve- 
« mently be laid before them, the Diſtribution of the Mo- 
« ney granted for the Pay appearing only thereby. 
I am forry to fee the Word conveniently made uſe of by 


(6) Pag. 1. (c) Pag. 2. 
C 


L101 
thoſe who had, or ought to have, Power to command any 
or all the Efablifhin ate that haye been fince the Reſto- 
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< there being no FE fablifitneht for the preſent Year made 


<* out, as your Committee are inform'd. I can't again 
help exprefiitis; my Concern,” that” the Committee had not 
order'd the Eſtabliſhments ftom r666 to 1700 to be laid 
before them, being of Opinion that it might be of uſe to 
ſee how the public Expence ard Fell gratually « down from 
that Period of” 5 * = bY, an ry 

” Theſe ERablifhments your e 155 conſidera, 
6% and carefully compared to a Number of intermediate 
„ Eftabliſhments for different Years, in all the different 
„Reigne, ſtom the Fear 1700 to the preſent Time; and 
e from theſe it appeats, that altho' the Money, applicable 
e for what is properly the perſonal Pay of the Officers and 
Men, has con flaAtly continued the fame, excepting only 
© a ſmall Addition to *the Non-commiſnon Officers and 
private Men*in the Dragoons, and to the Serjeants and 


1*© Corporals of the Foot Guards, which will be ſtated 


e hereafter, et here is 4 very confiderable Increaſe in the 
«I barge of the Land Forces and Marines to the Publick, 


In otder to diſcover and explain how and when this 
additional Charge took place, the Committee have pro- 
ceeded upon the Number of Regiments voted by Parlia- 
«© ment for the Service of the Year 1745, according to 
«© their Efabliſhment of Officers and Men, and have com- 
55 puted what the Charge of ſo many Regiments, of the 
« like Numbers, would have been to the Public in the 
“ Year 1700, and at every Period where any Increaſe ap- 
e pear'd ſince; for by this Method the Difference can 


alone be fairly ſtated, becauſe, through a Series of Forty. 
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five Years, the Number of Regiments has not only 
annually varied, but the Number of Officers and Men 
in each Regiment has been frequently different; and, 

during moſt part of the firſt Twelve Years, which your 
Committee have included in the Compariſon, the Nation 
being engaged in a great and expenſive War vpon the 
Continent, when the Forces were in actual Service, thoſe 
Years ſeem more particularly to deſerve our Attention, 


eſpecially | in our preſent Situation, 


4 It is proper here ta obſerve, that the apparent Charge 


„ 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


& 
* 


of the Four Troops of Horſe-Guards, and the Two 


Troops of Grenadier-Guards, having always upon the 


Eftabliſhments continued the fame, theſe are omitted in- 
the State of the increaſed Charge upon the Publick ; 
which is computed only upon Five Regiments of Horſe, 
Ten Regiments of Dragoons, the Three Regiments of 
Foot Guards, and Thirty Battalions of Foot; the total 
Charge whereof, at this Time, amounts to 999,941 J. 

16 6. 8 d. per Annum ; whereas the ſame Number of 
Land Forces, divided into Regiments, as they now ate, 
according to the Charge from the Year 1700, during 
all the laſt War until after the Peace of Utrecht, would 
have coſt the Nation only 871,042 J. 1 5. 8 d. per Ann. 
So that the Charge of the Number of Regiments above- 
mention'd is increaſed, fince the Peace of Utrecht, 
128,899 J. 15 5. yearly, which is above one Seventh 
of the whole Expence, c. And if to this Sum 
be added the Increaſe of the Charge of the preſent Ten 
Regiments of Marines, beyond what Ten Regiments of 
the like Numbers would have coſt the Publick, during 
all the laſt War, that Increaſe is 15,086 J. 13 5s. 4d. 

per Annum, the n Charge of the Marine Regiments 
being 20 1,75 3 J. 15 s, and the Charge in the laſt War, 
for the like Number, amounting to 186,667 J. 1 8. 8 d. 

So that the increaſed Charge on the Land Forces and 
Marines together, is 143,986 J. 8 5. 4 d. each Year; 
which is ſtill above one 2 of the whole publick 
Expence annually, for the Number of Land Forces and 
Marines before ſtated. 


C 2 7 Nag Th, 


12 


itte "Have coniifiaret the Charge of 
tn ie te time they appear 
on 1 ptr the Committee have 
6 - An os, with the Charge 
SE: 258 4 7 and the Inerenſe of the 
. blick Charge: hr i bn A 5 "aunts to 
nol 75 * 5 d. Halt 155 z"whic 18 * 
7 et Sum of 27,0341. 10 f. +4, the total Olnirge of 


4e the Gurlors per Antium.” And the whole Increaſe 
als 17 8 . Forces, Marines, and Gariſons, is 
95 5 4. 8 1. 9 4. D r Year.” & 
jars. Ft 55 pattly,” why our Debts were not paid 
0 Ferner Thirty Y cars Place The ex- 


10 a his = le. Article, from the Year 1715 to the 
0 5 10 h . of *Five Millu; wen were we 

8 in te dle 0 * appear much _ more. 
| of 4 Whale of 0 N | 


Fat att $13 5no ai b', 


7: T5 


| 9; 65 * AR bene Ae not ſwell's' this: * 

e with the inc reaſed annual Charge of the ſevetal Regi- 

"a ments at Gibralter, Port- mubun, and the Plantations ; 

4 the Zh, gbland Regin iment, the Tovalide; the various Inde- 

a enden Companies, and the Fifteen Regiments lately 

_ © raiſed by ſeyeral Noblemen ; a the Committee have not 
«had time, Gr.“ 


To what {ball we impnte this e to our Sol- 
ic fince the Acceſſion? What ſhall we ſay of ſuch large 

ceurs given to our military Gentlemen, during a long, 
inactive Interval of Peace, more than they had during the 
glorious Reign of Queen Aus, when they were uſeful not 
__ only to their own Country, bur all ie Mil- 
Lang extraordinary to the Army, beſides twice as much in 
4 Subhdies to Dams, Hz Nun, and Wolfenburtlers, 'for taking 


FI 


IG . a. People, ſecuted* by their Situation and Naval 
0 


8 rce from all the Word Well may our Debts not only 
Continue, but increaſe, when no greater Oeconomy is ob- 
ſerved in the raiſing than expending the publick Money. 


(e) Pag. 3. (F) Pag. 3 
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Tho! this Adi vance in, the Ati, of Pay far exceeds 
what has, ever, bay e pra in this Kingdom, 
and that it be i 1 nſuffera in ou 1. 1 unhappy Circum- 
ſtances, yet does it ſeem that thy, 17 committed an- 


nually — oi} Fl, Article o f ſurp e! In the Article 
of  Mufters .oply,.. there SEN to. 


1 been a. prodigious 
Sinking upen the Publick; and. La rey to ſay it, this vaſt 
Sinking ſeems to bave been 4 been aut orized, or at leaft con- 
nived-at, . by the Legiſlature ever ſince the Acceſfon. 


(g *The Committee endeavour'd to diſcover whether 
te any Checks were introduced, to ſecure to the Publick the 
effective Men, who ſeem intended to have been pur- 
% chaſed by thoſe Allowances ; 1 and, for that End, exa- 
e mined the ſeveral Acts of Parl pr for puniſhing Mu- 
ce tiny and Deſertion, from the firſt Year of the Reign of 
“ Queen Anne; and find that in all theſe, to the Firſt of 
« King Garęe 1. there was no Proviſion relating to Ser- 
* vants, but what is contain'd in one Clauſe in the follow- 
* ing Words: And it is hereby further Enacted, that 
60} —— 229 Officer ſhall muſter any Perſon, that is a Servant, 
liow'd by her Majeſty, in any of the Ranks, or ſhall muſ- 
ce ter any Perſon by. a wrong Name knowingly, Con- 
« wietiun. theres 7 a Court. Martial, the ſaid Officer or 
2 Commiſſary WI ſuffer ſuch Penalties, and in ſuch man- 
tc ner, as is declared and inflicted by this AF upon thoſe who 
* make falſe Muſters. 


« This Clauſe, which ſeems to have been originally in- 
ic tended as a Check againſt muſtering, as Soldiers, Ser- 
cc yants who were not (Soldiers and continued after the 
« Allowances were made, to prevent Soldiers being taken 
ce from their Duty, and employ'd as Servants, was not 
ce alter'd until the firſt Year of the Reign of King George 
ce the Firſt ; where in the AQ for puniſhing Mutiny and 
cc Deſertion, the Clauſe is in theſe Words : And it is here- 


&« by Enadted, that if any Officer or Commiſſa a ry ſhall muſter 
% any Perſon by a wrong Name knowingly, upon Conviction 


ce thereof 
(F) Pag. 4. 
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141 
4e thereof before @ Court Martial, the ſaid Officer or Com- 
«K milla all, ſuffer ſuch Henallies, and in ſuch manner, as 
— ae | i 45 fac ted, by. this Act, upon thoſe who ſhall 
1 js 6 Hut, be EF 


2 Ob can | 
gh that't e Words, Hull myfter- any Perſm that is a 
© Sb in 15 of I Banks, as well as the Words allow'd 
«gi! e, were. left out, and have never ſince been 
ted in any of the ſubſequent Acts for puniſhing Mu- 


0 * 


r 

bFFtic Committee had not unluckily ſet Bounds to their 
Obſervations in the very firſt Page of the Report, there is 
ſcarce a Doubt but they would have deſcanted amply on the 
Mitiver that 977 have induced the Legiſlature to leave 
out thole F//cntia Mord in the Clauſe of the Act of Parlia- 
ment, which was delign'd as Check againſt falſe: Muſter- 
ing; and" other Frauds, of Officers. - But tho' this delicate 
Point has been untouch'd by the Committee themſelves, 
they have left roam enough for others, more at Leiſure, to 
employ their Thoughts upon it as a Matter of high Con- 
cern and Conſequence to this Nation. And, indeed, what 
cat affect à People more than Omiſſions of a public and ge- 
nerat Nature? We won't ſay that theſe were ſpontaneous, 
but may, that thePublick would not have been worle ſerved, 
if there had been leſs of the military Gentlemen in former 
P ts. 25 a N 77 ; x 9 | 


1 
4 


The next Articlè in the Report, which occurs, is an In- 
creaſe for Clbathing, from the Year 1717 down to the pre- 
ſent Time, () ©, The next Article of the Increaſe, 
c whict commenced in 1717, is the Allowance to Colonels 
<« for Cloaths loft by Deſertefe, amounting annually to 
« 143525 . lere is anotlier Douceur for the Colonels 
of the Afmy, moſt of whom were Repreſentatives of the 
Community as well as Commanders; and this little left- 
handed Bait amounted to no more, ſince fitſt it was made 
Part of the Eſtabfifliment, than 435,8 0 l. A paltry Sum, 
not Worth' favinis by a Nation that is clear and unin- 


The 


cumber'd, © 


* 


(5) Pg 8. 


1151 IND, + 
«Anh $4 | We 5 
The Report goes on to: Me "what EI 10 e is 
in regard te Cloathing ide Ach; And N. 5 Gale a 
ä Agent, being 82 -h the Pando C 
which he ſaid was the Off- rec Fe itt 
ceed thus: (610) 8 Mr. Gu bei e Nga 190. 
« the; Committee: what is meant the Of-regkgni — 
« heiſajd; that the Wan confilt o 7 2 
c Pay of the .Non»commifli6n Of 55 Rat 11 5 
&« above the Subſiſtance; — neat Off-reckonings 
& are the Produce of the groſs Ol 1 — * ww 
& for berry ed * the e Pe. # ck 
ads nog 913.10 921 —— 
13 This ſame Mr. Guin 4 me the 
60 Gaotbier bas the whole Offrteckonings, A the. Regiment 9 
ebe net compleat; he ſaid, that the | becher, proyides a 
% Cloathing'Fori'a * complead Regirniciit : as 0 the Eſla- 
60 bliſhment,! or at leaſtias I e 0 
met mano 3 VO ] 
The: Committee might have Tpared "themſelves dle 
Trouble gf examining an Agent às to the Cloathing, be- 
cauſe thatimyſterious Article is g6titrally known but to "oh 
Colonel and Clothier; who are the only Gainers: And Mi. 
Guerin ſays as much a little before; ' where ſaying, That: 
„ when the Clothier has compleated his Cloathing ready 
cc to be deliver'd, a General Officer is appointed to view 
cc the ſaid Cloathing ; who certifies in Writing, that he 
& has found it conformable to his Majeſty” $ lInſtructions in 
« Quantity and Quality; which Certificate, together. with |. 
ce the Colonel” 8 of the Off-reckonings, is pro- 
5 duced by the Clothier to the Board of General Oſhcers, 
<« who paſs the Aſſignment; but that the Contra between 
* the Colonel and Clothier is nit laid before any Officer what- 
ce every nor is any Account brought afterwards of the Ex- | 
*© pence of that Cloathing,” © | 


(13 38 d 


We have ſeen what the Of: :reckonings are; that they | 
conſiſt of Pay ſtopt from the poorer Part of the Army for 
their Cloathing ; but I don't find that any Return is made 
to theſe needy poor Men, of ſuch Part of their own Money 

a3 
(i) Pag. 12, (#) Pag. 1 
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as may not have been laid out for their Uſe. The whole 


Off. reckonings are at the Diſpoſal of the Colonel, who 
pays as little of them as he can to a Contractor for cloath- 
ing the Regiment, and is ſure never to account to the poor 
ſtarving Creatures under his Com mand for the Surplus. — 
I have often heard it ſaid, T hat ive a Man a Regiment, and 
his Fortune is made ; but, till I read this Report, could not 
ſee how a Man, who is obliged to live up to his Rank, or 
ought, could ſqueeze an Eſtate from poor Wretches that 
have but Six-pence a Day to live upon. But moſt 
Colonels have Scats, where their Attendance may be of Uſe 
to Miniſters and Courts, | 


We ſhall fee preſently the Amount of theſe Funds ariſing 
from Foot Regiments, which Colonels appropriate to them- 


- ſelves; but Mr. Guerin tells the Committee in this Place, 


(Pag. 13) that the Off. reckonings of the Warrant-men 
only of each of Rich and Cops Regiment of Dragoons 
amounted to 4065 J. 8s. 2d. — But that he had no Concern 
in the Cloathing. — Why ſhould he? Colonels and Agents 
have their different Spheres, wherein they bask and fatten 


at the Expence of the Poor. 


„ (a) Captain Alexander Wilſn, Agent to the firſt 
«*« Troop of Horſe Grenadier-Guards, being examined as 
to the Account of the Off-reckonings, and the Charge 
„of the Cloathing of this Troop, ſaid, that the Aſſign- 
«© ment of the Off-reckonings, from June 1740, to June 
„1743, was for 2823/7. 55. 94. and the Payments for 
<< Cloathing amounted to 1946 J. 2.5. 14, Halfpenny, and 
<< that he (the Witneſs) paid the Ballance to the Colonel 
% in Money.—The ſame Witneſs ſays, that being lately 
« Agent to the Second Troop of Grenadier-Guards, the 


«. Aſſignment for the Off-reckonings was as above, 2823 l. 


« 5.5. 9 d. but that the Payment for Cloathing was but 

„ 1872/1. 0s. 24. and that he paid the Ballance to the 

Colonel.“ —For my Part, I fee all the Reaſon in 

the World why Miniſters ſhould be fond 'of Colonels, and 

Colonels of Miniſters. They are ſerviceable to each 

other without doubt, tho' it is not ſo very clear what 
| | | Service 
(a) Pag. 15z, 


1 

Service Colonels do to Miniſters, as what theſe laſt do to 
the former. We know that a Cal6ne), ag in ne france 
before us, is permitted to get near 4 "Thouſand _ Pounds 
by Cloathing a ſingle Troop ;. bit what Return en to 
the Miniſter, is underſtood only. - TY. 3 om ** 

Captain Miſſin, proceeding in his Exa en ( 5 de that 
ec the OfF-reckonings of General FR Regiment, from 
« June 1743 to Fime 1745, mounted to 4065 7, 156 = 
“ and the Payments for Cloathing to 30064, 1 | 
« including Intereſt at 5 per Cant. "lad Loſs by Pune 

upon Tallies, S.“ 


(b) * With reſpect to Lotd Mark Kerr's Regi. ment of 
« Dragoons, the Witnels ſaid, that the curtent Alignment 
« for the Off- reckonings, commencing the 25 Fun, 1745; 
«© was 40591. 15 s. and the Cloathing a to 38 751. 
* 1. including Intereſt and Loſs by Tallies, &c.” | 


The ſame Witneſs goes on in regatd 1 to this Regiment, 
ſaying, (e) That the next Afignment commenced in 

© Fune 1737, for two Years, and amounted to 3454 /. 
* 65s. 24. and the Disburſements were 195 3l. 1x5. 4 d. 
including Intereſt, as before explained; and left a Nr 
% lance to the Colbnel of 15001, 145. 10 d. | 


c That the next Aſſignment commenced in 1739. for 
«© two Years, and amounted to 3459 J. 25s. 5 d. this 
«© being Leap-Year : That this Year, by Warrant dated 
* Auguſt the 17th, one Serjeant and ten private Men were 
added to each Troop, for which Additionals 198 J. at 
«6 31. per Man was allowed for Accoutrements, and a 
further Allowance of 235 J. 1@s. for Horſe-Furniture, 
<< belides the Off. reckonings upon their Pay for two Years, 
which came to 606 J. 5s. 8 d. the whole Off-reckon- 
<« ings and Allowances amounting to 4498 J. 18s. 14. 
on and. that the Disburſements, including Intereſt, were 
* 37197. 35. 9d. Halfpeany, which left a Balance to the 

M Colone! of 7791. 144. 36 Halfpenny, 
4 That 


(e) p. 16. 2 P. 17. (c) ibid. 
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„ That the Aſſignment in 1741, was for 4659 J. 15 5. 
the Regiment conſiſting of the ſame Numbers as in the 
„two preceding Years ; and the Disburſements including 
« Intereſt, were 23427. 165. 7 d. and left a Balance to 
e the Colonel of 17161. 185. 5 d. Wt: 


« That the Aſſignment in 1743, was for the ſame Sum, 
« as in the former Year, and the Disburſements, including 
«© 2341. 25. 6 d. for Intereſt, and 101/, 95s. 114, The 
« Loſs by Diſcount upon Talles, in which the Off-rec- 
« konings from June 1744, to June 1745, are to be 
© paid, amounted to 2676 J. 14s. 6d. which leaves a 
«© Balance to the Colmel of 13831. 6 d. 


„The Witneſs added to this Part of his Evidence, that 
&« all the Regiments of Dragoons in Great Britain were 
0 augmented in the manner before-mentioned, and at the 
« ſame Times; and as be ſuppoſed had the ſame Allowances.” 
—— Tis very likely that ſo good a Man as Mr, Wilſon is 
reputed to be, might have told the Committee all he knew 
of this Matter; but whether or no he had forgot any fur- 
ther Increaſe of the Balances coming to the Colonel of this 
Regiment; *tis plain he remembers enough to ſhew that a 
Regiment of Dragoons is no inconſiderable Favour on the 
Part of a Miniſtry. 


This Gentleman, Mr. Fn, (a) „ Being required to 
« give the Company an Account of the Off- reckonings 
4% and Charge of the Cloathing of a Regiment of Foot of 
„Ten Companies, conſiſting of ſeventy private Men, 
<< three Serjeants, three Corporals, and two Drummers per 
Company; he ſaid, that the Off-reckonings amount to 


21731. 14. and he produced an Eſtimate of the Charge 


of the Cloathing of ſuch a Regiment,” Which Eſtimate, 
as well as three others he gave in of Kerr's and Bragg's Regi- 
ment of Foot in 17 30 and 17 31, and in 1742, Sc. have an 


annual Balance, till in favour of the Colonel, of near 400 J. 


But let it be obſerv'd, that this Balance increaſes in Proportion 

to the Numbers of Non-effeQtuals charged to a Regiment. 

* And 
(a) Page 18. 


At. © 
And we may be ſure, from the Account given, by this Re- 
port of Muſters, that theſe Numbers are not altogether ſo 
inconſiderable, as the Gentlemen of the Army and thoſe 
concerned with them, would perſuade the Publick. 


(a) „Mr. William Adair, Agent to Sir Philip Honey- 
« wod's Regiment of Horſe, and ſeveral Regiments of 
« Foot, being examined in relation to the Cloathing the 
« ſaid Regiment, ſaid, that the Aſſignments are generally 
« made to him, as a Matter of Confidence, but that he 
« gives Defeaſances to be an ſwerable for the Money, and 
„ has no Concern in the Cloathing, other than by paying 
% Bills drawn upon him by the Colonels, &c, That the 
« Off-reckoningsof Honeywood'sRegiment amount to 3245/7. 
« 135. 4d. per annum; thoſe of the ſecond Regiment of 
= Feet to which the Witneſs is Agent, to 5938 l. 
« 13s, 8 d. per Annum; and thoſe of Major General 
« Howard's Regiment of Foot, Major General Huske's, 
« Major General Johnſon's, Brigadier Dougla/s's, and Co- 
c Jonel Graham's, (to which Regiments the Witneſs is alſo 
« Agent) to 21731. 1 d. each, &c,” 


“ Being asked what is in general the Profit - ariſing to 
«© the Colonel by the Cloathing of a Regiment of Foot; 
e the Witneſs ſaid, that the Clothiers were the beſt Judges 
« of that Matter,” 


« And being particularly asked, whether he did not 
« think that the Colonel gains 75 3/7. by the Cloathing of 
«© his Regiment; he ſaid, he did not believe he does.“ 

There is no doubting that the Committee had their Rea- 
ſons for putting the Queſtion, and for limiting the exact 
Gains of the Colonel to the Sum of 753 /. being ſo much 
as had appeared to them to be the Gain upon the Cloathing 
of a Regiment of Foot, And Mr. Adair might be of 
Opinion that it did not amount to quite ſo much. But 
how came it that he could be now certain the Amount of 
the Profit did not run fo high; whereas, a little before he 
knew nothing, or very little of the Matter ?—The Chthiars, 
he faid, were the be? Fudges of the Profits of Cluathing. 

D 2 « Mr, Thomas 
(a) Page 21, 


1.09 J 

fa). Mr. Thomas Paterſon, Agent for many Regiments, 
6 preſented to the Committee an Accqunt of the Off 
<6 ae and Cloathing of Colonel Murray's Regi- 
© ment, for the Years 1744 and 1745 By which 
« it appears that the Sums gain'd by the Colonel were 
< little ſhort of the Computation of Gain made by the Com- 
10 mitte. 


0 “ Captain Mili am IWilkinſin, Agent to 1 Stair” 0 
<« Regiment of Dragoons, the Firſt Regiment of Foot- 
* Guards, and to Brigadier Mordaunt's, and Lord Loy- 
& Jon's Regiments of Foot, being examined, ſaid, That 
de the Off-reckonings only of the Men, "allowed for 
cc Clothing, are carried to the Aſſignment, their Sub- 
cc ſiſtence being paid to the feſpective Colonels, as well 
“e in Regiments of Dragopns, as Foot. And he preſented 
cc to the Committee a State of the Aſſignments for the 
ce Royal North-Britiſb Dragoons, fer Twelve Year:, 
“ from the 25th of June 1733, to the 24th of Jun 

pott. By which State it appears, that the Colonel's 

t on d Article of Cloathing only amounted to 
— . 13. 44 making about 6417. 8 s. 5 d. per Ann. 


| The faid Mr. Ililkinſon ſubjoins to the aforeſaid Eſti- 
mate, one of the real Pay of a Colonel of Dragoons, which 
is well worth the Obſervation of an Exgliſh Reader, who 
might wiſh that thoſe who ſerve the Government, would 
be contented with the Allowance of the Eſtabliſhments 
warranted by the Conſtitution, | 


60 « Colonel's Income per Annum. 
| . Ae ehen at 1 J. 6 5. 6 d. 1463 TT 


Ditto, for 6 Men, at 15. 2 d. per Ditto 127 15 0 


g | 611 07 6 
* 365 Days Clearing — — 113 10 0 


* Total perſonal Income for 365 Days 724 17 6 


(a) Pag. 23. (6) Pag. 24. c) Pag. 183. = 4 


. 


By this Eſtimate, and the annual Benefit ariſing to a 
Colonel by Cloathing by that preceeding, the whole In- 
come of a Colonel of Dragoons would not amount to 14co /, 

er Annum: And very near the Molety of this moderate 
e is purloin'd from the private Men. But will it 
he ſaid that the Income of a Colonel of Dragoons amounts 
to ſo little as twice this Sum ? The World is better in- 
form'd ; *tis known that a Colonel of Foot has as much, 
or near it, as this Eſtimate amounts to. But whence does 
this additional Income of Colonels ariſe ? Is it not natural 
to ſuppoſe that it comes from Non-effe#uals, which ſhould 
be the Buſineſs of the Commiſſaries of Muſters to prevent? 
What ſhall we fay ; what can we ſay, but that all who 
are concerned in the military Affairs of the Nation, are 
friendly and ſincere to one another, It were to be wiſhed, 
however, that Gentlemen would ſometimes turn their 
Friendſhip and Sincerity in favour of the Publick. 

To prove the Social Virtues of thoſe concerned about our 
Army, we have but to read the preſent Report, There 
we may ſee the great Diſcretzon of Agents, who ſo exact! 
agree in their Informations; and the ſame may be ES 
of Clethiers and others, I ſee but one Exception among 
thoſe latter, where Mr. Galfridus Mann owns generouſly, 
(a) * That he had loſt the Benefit of Cloathing a great 
many Regiments, becauſe he wonld not contract at ſo 
<« cheap a Rate as other People propoſed,” This Gen J man 
did no more in this Inſtance, than other rich Men, that 
would not ſtoop to a Colonel who would ſcrew them down, 
and not for the Benefit of the poor private Men," whoſe 
Money was thus endeavoured to be ſaved, perhaps by fury 
niſhing them with Cloathing of inferior Quality. | 

Mr. William Ruſh, a Taylor who worked for the afore- 
ſaid Mr. Mann, and likewiſe for Mr, Milſn, another 
Clothier, ſays (o) “ that the Cloaths he makes for Mr, 
“ Mann, are cut out at Mr. Mann's Houſe ; but that 
« thoſe, which he makes for Mr. ilſon, are cut out at 
& his (the Witneſs's) own Houſe” I mention this tri- 
vial Particular only, as a Caution to young Tradeſmen, 
who may perceive here one Means of growing rich. Mr. 
Ruſh may be as honeſt as a Taylor can be; but certainly 


he 
(a) Pag. 26. (b) Pag. 27. 
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he would not be the leſs honeſt! for being obliged to cut 

out the Cloathing at the Houſe of his Employer, 
The Committee finiſh this Part of their Report, rela- 

ting to Cloathing the Army, by obſerving, (a) „That 


* having examined the different Accounts laid before them 


te by the ſeveral Clothiers, Taylors, and Packers, as afore- 
% faid; found them not correſponding the Accounts pro- 
« duced by the Taylors, frequently differing from thoſe 
<« of the Clothiers, and the Packers ſometimes ſending 
<< more, ſometimes fewer Cloaths, than the Taylors 
c made, &c,”——— The only Obſervation I ſhall make 
here is, that the inferior Claſs of People are not ſo exad 


as thoſe of higher Stations of Life, who are more under- 


ſtanding. For inſtance, how much exa&er and mote con- 


farmable do the Gentlemen Azents appear by this Report, 


than theſe common Tradeſmen? I won't ſay of Honefty, 
what is thought of the State of Religion in this Kingdom 
of late Years,” viz. That if there be any, *tis among the 
Jower Claſs of the People. I wiſh Religion may be har- 
boured by any of our People, but I fear Honeſtly i 
I wiſh, Sir, you would ſend us, your Conſtituents, a little 
of it in a Frank along with Mr. Fier's Account of the 
beheaded Peers, if you can borrow any either at Court, 
or in the City among Jews and Stock- Jobber your Re- 
ſhews how abundantly you may be ſupply'd among 
the Colonels of the Army, their Agents, and the Com- 
miſſaries of Muſters, | 
The Report goes on, (5) Your Committee next pro- 
ic ceeded to enquire into the other Advantages ariſing to Co- 
cc jonels, from the Regiments under their Command, by the 
< vacant Pay of Officers and Men ; as alſo by the Sale 
& of Commiſſions, cc. 
« Mr, Henry Taylor, Agent, (c) being asked, what be- 
& comes of the vacant Pay, where an Officer dies in the 
c Interval between two Muſters, he ſaid, the Caſe never 
c happened to him ; but that if it was to happen, he 
ſhould pay the Subſiſtence to the Colonel, if the Va- 
4 cancy was not reſpited: That all Vacancies are ſettled 
« at the Clearing of the Regiment; and it not reſpited, 
*_4 : «cx £0, 
(a) Pag. 31. 5 Peg. . (e) 76, | 
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« go, as the Witneſs apprehende, to the Colonel, in eon- 
& ſequence of his Commiſſion, &.“ | 

A Colonel of a Regiment, is, it ſeems, not unlike a 
Common-Shore, where all Sinks, Vacancies, Cloathing, 
Non- effectuals; all is Fiſh that. comes to the Colonel's Net. 
But ſee how delicately this String of Vacancies is touched 
upon in the following Paragraph of the Report, part of 
the Evidence of one examined to this Point. | 

(a) & With regard to the Savings upon vacant Com- 
« miſſions, the ſaid Member informed the Committee, 
«© That he once calculated them for one Year, and found, 
«+ that they amounted to leſs than 5000 J. but that he ap- 
« prehended,. it is impoſſible to know the preciſe Num- 
6 Ber.“ It were to be wiſhed this Gentleman had in- 
form'd the Committee whether his Calculation had been 
ſince the War or befere; nor can I apprehend, as he does, 
any Impoſſibility ia knowing the preciſe Number of Va- 
cancies, I am ſure if the Commiſlaries would do their 
Duty, it would be out of the Power of Colonels to fink 
upon the Public in the Article of Vacancy, But the poor 
Public, is in the Nature of a Spendthrift, at whom each 
thinks he has a Right to have a Snap.—-Let us not how- 
ever forget, on this Occaſion, to congratulate our Coun- 
trymen on the Proſpect of a Reformation with regard to 
this Branch of the public Expence. The late Puniſhmeat 
inflicted on Mr, „ Colonel of a Regiment, for 
a Suppreſſion of Vacancies in the Corps under his Com- 
mand, ſhews us already the good Effects of the Inſpection 
of your Committee into the 1 of the Army. 

Captain Levett, in his Examination, ſays, (b) that Officers 
are frequently Muſtered after they are dead; which I appre- 
hend was the Point proved in Mr, 's Caſe. 

As for the Sale of Commiſſions, I ſhould wonder that 
any cauld be fold, except ſuch as the Colonels, the com- 
mon S——ks of the Army, have the Diſpoſal of. For to 
conſider how many Men, both in and out of the Legiſ- 
lature, Miniſters res to oblige, I ſhould think few Com- 
miſhons could be gwen away for Money. And yet Cap- 
tain Alexander Wilſon ſays, (c) * That he has heard of 
© other Perſons, beſides Colonels, who receive Money for 


«© Commiſhons ; 
{a) Pog. 38. (5) Pag. 40. (c) Pag. 39. 
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« Commiſſions; but never knew an Inſtance, and has 
& heard of People, called Commiſſion Brokers, who tranſact 
% Bufineſs relating to Com miſſions; but does not know 
« any of them.” Who would have thought, that ſo old and 
general an Agent as this Gentleman is known to be, ſhauld 
never know a ſingle Inſtance of a Commiſſun ſold by others be- 
ſides Colonels, or that ſuch a Creature as a Commuſſun- Broker 
never fell in his May! You ite, Sir, how we Country Puts 
may be impoſed upon, who have been made to believe that 
all or moſt of the Bargains relating to the Sale of Commiſ- 
ſions, were tranſacted by Agents. But be that as it will, 
I ſhould have been glad if Mr. Jon had named thee 
other Perſons, beſides Colonels, that had received Money 
for Commiſſions. By his Silence, he leaves the World to 
| puck, perhaps of Men in high Stations; whereas, if he had 
poke out, they might have been acquitted 4-37 
This experienced Gentleman, (a) ** added, upon this 
« Head, that the Colonel cannot fell a Commiſion ; but, 
if the King accepts of his Recommendation, he, (the 
« Colonel) is underſtood to diſpoſe of ſuch a Commiſſion ; 
% and ſometimes he gives it away, and ſometimes ſells it, 
% Kc. That is to ſay, the Colonel cannot [ell a Com- 
miſſion, but may diſpoſe of his Recommendation, Well, 
ee how many nice Diſtinctions there may be, which we 
plain Country Fellows would never dream of. | 
«© (b) Mr. Jahn Winter, Agent to Lieutenant-General 
e Guiſe's Regiment of Foot, being examined, ſaid, That 
ee he never knew any Money paid for vacant Commiſſions 
cc in this Regiment; but that General Gw/z received (tho 
cc not by Warrant, as the Witneſs believes) the vacant Pay 
tc of ſome Officers, while the Regiment was in the Mes- 
c Indies, and that there were no Returns, or Mufter- Rolls 
ec ſent, while the Regiment was at Jamaica ; but that, 
ac nevertheleſs, it has been cleared off to Fune 1744.”---This 
Paragraph needs no Illuſtration; therefore I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that if ever the Colonels in our Army ſhould misbe- 
have in the Field, it will not be for want of Douceurs 
on the behalf of Miniſters, wel 
 &© (c) Mr. Fohn Innes, late of Colonel Duncombe's Re- 
ee giment being examined, ſaid, That all vacant Pay of 
Officers, 


(a) Pag. 40. (5) B. (e) . 


of op. 
L 
<< Officers, is by the Ouſtam ubs Arm, and the Kipg's 
<< Warrabts the Parguittenf.the Colane!.” I apprehend that 
this Cuſtem, not of jany;great ſtanding, may ane Day or 
other prove ſatal to the Publick, not only on Account af he 
Spoil committed by pourlaining ſo much Pay, but by de- 
priving the Community af che neceſſary Safeguard in Times 
of Danger. F en c chis. Report ſo far biazon the Hirtue 
of Colonels, as to induce us to believe they will fill up Va- 
cancies with Expedition hene vet they happen? 


() 5 Your Committee, having thus ſtated the :Evi- 
* dence given to them, in relation to the vacant Pay of 
_ <6, Officers, and the Sale of Commiſſions, have only 10 
„adds upon theſe Heads, that, by to Accounts preſented 
* to the Houſe, and referred to the Committee, it appeared, 
that, in the Year | 1741, the re/piteddPay amounted to 
6858 J. 05. 11 d. and in the Tear 1342, 0 78 vs. 
* 7 d. Half- penny; and that both the ſaid Sums, except 
*© the Sum of 50 J. 135. o d. Three Farthings, part of 
the ſaid Sum of 6855 l. O 11 dahave been pad away 
by Warrants, between the 25th of -Famary 1341-2. 
**. and:the 20th of December 1744; but the Warrants, for 
taking of reſpited Pay, uſually directing the Paymaſter 
to iſſue the Money to the reſpective Agents of the ſeve- 
* rab Corps, itidid not appear to your Committee, how 
* either of the ſaid Sums have been diſtributed, except in one 
„ Inſtance, Where the Sum of 731. 4 . 0 d. being the re- 
e ſpited Pay of the late Lleutenant General Yhethamg from 
c the 25th of April, to the 24th of June 1941, Was di- 
* fgected, by a Warrant, dated the 5th of MHareh 141-2, 
to be paid to Colonel-Durcure, the ſueceeding Colonel. 
At further appeared, by another Warrant, dated the gth 
of February A, that the: Sum of 33 l. 7. 4. being 
„ the reſpited Pay of the Enſign of Captain Knawles's 
« Company, in Licutenant- General Barrell's Regiment 
of Foot, from the 25th of December 1738, . to. the24th 
of June 1739, was directed to be paid to the faid Lieu- 
s tenant- General. Barrell.“ | | 
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For my Part, I ** r Pay 5 
in the Aera two Years pay bor e 3 * 


164331. conſidering the modern, of mn 1 iy" 

eee e., A 48 Ne 
. he Houſe, or could e procured Information 
themſelves; what was become of 16380 l. the Reſidue of the 
reſpited Pay, after a Deduction of 50 J. and 33 J. dealt out 
by Warrants to two Colonels. One would think that the 
Publick had a right to the Diſtribution, or at leaſt to an 
Account of Money granted. by the P cople, by their Repre- 
. and and not e 6 the to Us Uſe for which it had been 
granted. pence of ſecret Service and 
"ſecret — be aubepel, i if 2 FPublick did .inſpect mi- 
a and carefully the Wa of publick Money? 


(a) * The third Article, wart ate Ince in 1715 
4 conſi ſts — oe e for . 


ae mug ifs 5 Ty 


c x0 Regiments of Dragoons, to 60 


„ On 5 Regiments of Horſe, to 36 Captain 2628 O © 


2555 0 © 
3 Regiments of Foot Guards, to 64 ins 1344 0 © 


6 * 30 * of Foot, to 349 Captains 0205 * 


Total 12732 o © 
The laſt Allowance made in 1717, is that to the 


% Agent h Regiment, which amounts yearly to the 


46 e that is, to the Agent of” 


5 Regiments of Horſe —— 1340 © 0 


10 Ditto Dragoons — 1277 10 © 
3 Ditto Foot Guards — 657 o © 

2 Battalions ef Foot — 0 
6377 © © 


- Before the Year 1717, I remember to have feen Officers 


recruiting among us here in this Country; and I will ſup- 


poſe our Corps were kept as compleat before that Period of 
Time as ſince; why then this additional annual Douceur of 


near 13000 J. for a Service that had been always before 


rformed 
(a) Pag. 41. ” 
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[27] 
performed” with Succeſs without any fach addiric 
Charge to the Publick ? The fame Queltion inay be asked 
in regard to the adtitionit yeatly Allowance to rents, 
Genttemen who were fuppoſed, before this Court-Plumb, 
to Have had ſmug Places of it. But I can't help ob- 
ſerving the vaſt Diſproportion between the Allowance to 
an ent to à Regiment of Guards, and an ordina 
Marching Regiment of Foot. The latter has about 500 J. 
per Annum allowed him, and the Firſt but about 200 . 
One would think, that the Agency for three Battalions, of 
which the Firſt Regiment of Foot- Guards conſiſts, as be- 
ing far more traubleſome, deſerved at leaſt an equal Al- 
lowance with that for a ſingle Battalion. But every Re- 
p_ in our Army ſince 1717, ſeems to be myſterious. 

hope there are no more Jobs for Agents allowed in the 
Guards, than in Marching Regiments, and yet there feems 
to be a Myſtery in the Diminution of the Allowance to 
the Agents of the Guards, which I wiſh the Committee 


had unfolded. 
5 BLES 218 | . 
(ae, The next Article in the increafed before 
t mentioned, conſiſts of an Addition made, in the Seventh 
« Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, of 34. per Day to the 
c Pay of the Sergeants, Corporals, and private Men of 
« the Dragoons, amounting, on Ten Regiments, to 
«« 20,9691. 5 s. per Annum; and alfo an Addition made, 
« after the Year 1717, of 4d. per Diem, to the Pay of the 
«< Serjeants and Corporals of the three Regiments of Foot 
« Guards, amounting to 175 2 J. fer Aummm, the Whole be · 
« ing 22,7214 55. o d. but at what particular Time 
« this laſt Addition took place, the Committee have not 
« been able to learn. * aha 


One fees, almoſt in every Page of the Report, the Infor- 
mations of the Committee circumſcribed. Why might it 
not be known, either at the Var or Pay Office, or at 
both, when this additional Pay to the Guards took Place ? 
Does not this, Sir, confirm what J faid in the beginnin 
of theſe Remarks, that the Committee were not 2 
with ſufficient Powers, or that the Servants of the C—n, 

E 2 | in 


(a) Pag. 46. 
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but our modern military Gentlemen have 
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in publick Offices, . who are likewiſe, thoſe of the Peogle, 
don't ſtand in ſo great Awe of the H of C, as of 


Minifters?—But what ſhall we | fay of fo great additional 
Pay, given during a Peace, more than had been known in 
the Courſe of à long and glorious War in Queen Anne's 
Reign ? Twenty-three thouſand Paunds is no ſuch trifling 
Sum, as that a Miniſtry would add it annually to. the Bur- 
then of a bleeding Nation, without ſome cogent and extraordi- 
nary Reaſon, And yet it does not appear that there was any 


ſuch for this vaſt additional Charge, at leaſt no ſuch appears 


by this Report. In Days of yore, the Navy was the pe- 
culiar Care and favourite Object of the Court and People, 
but of late the Amy takes the lead in all Inſtances and Oc- 
caſions. Surely, Sir, tis not becauſe there are more Land 
than Sea Officers in the Legiſlature, or becauſe our C——t 


are better acquainted with Armies than Navies ? 


(a) © Mr. Robert Brigfocke, Enſign in Lieutenant-Ge- 
cc neral Dalzell's Regiment, being examined as to the Me- 
ce thod of paying the Men in the ſaid Regiment, ſaid, that 
te they received fix Bits, each Bit being one Eighth! of a 
c piece of Eight, and valued in Antigua Currency at Nine 
« Pence: That he, the Witneſs, drew fon his own. Pay, 
«© upon the 2 — in London, and ſold his Bills for about 
< 160 J. per Cent. Sterling; that he has heard, the Men 


& have been paid at 130 J. or 140.4. per Cent. though he 
c never knew the Exchange leſs than 160 J. the Profit of 


4 which Difference in the Exchange, he ſaid, he imagined 
* went to the Colonel, the Regimental Sink, But 
beſides this Wrong of 30 per Cent. done to the common 
Men of Mr. Dalzel”s Regiment, as here mentioned, 
we ſhall have Occaſion, by and by, to make further 
mention of this cheriſhed Colonel, 


In farmer Days our Soldiers were mere Soldiers, know- 
ing but little of the Arts of the World, or Money=getting ; 
acquired a larger 
Stock of univerſal Knowledge. The Report proves this 
evidently, where it ſays, (b) ** That the apparent Charge of 
the four Troops of Horſe Guards, and of the two 


Troops 
(a) Pag. 51. (5) Pag. 52. | | 


* 


29 ] 

Troops of = has, continued the ſame 
upon the Eſtabliſhment, from the Year 1700, to the 
< preſent Time; but the real Charge being greater, as there 
* are a Number of fictitious Names allowed upon the 
£ Muſter Rolls, by Warrant, called Warrant-Men, the 
“Committee enquired into the Ryzaſon and, Application of 
„the ſaid Allowance,” | 


"Tis very curious to ſte the Reaſon, aſſigned by Mr, 
Povuey, Clerk in the Commiſſary-General's Office, for this 
Allowance of fictitious Names on the Muſter-Rolls, which 
are no fewer than twenty-nine in one ſingle Troop ; (a) it 
was, fays he, upon a Repreſentation of the Officers, that their 
Pay was not ſufficient, But why was not the Pay of theſe 
Repreſenters in 1722, when this vaſt Augmentation took 
Place, as ſufficient as before down from the Re/toration, 
and particularly, during the preceding Reign? I wonder 
the private Men did not take Example by their Betters, 
and repreſent, the Inſufficiency of their Pay. Nor ſhould 
J admire if the Officers of other Corps would take the 
fame eaſy Method of rendering their Poſts more valuable, 
and themſelves more dependent. But the Manner, 
in which this Augmentation of Pay is granted, is extreme- 
ly particular, and has ſo much the Air of an Inpoſitian upon 

Publick, that I wonder the Contrivers did not rather 
chuſe to make a plain and ſpecifick Addition to. their Pay, 
than by this ſuſpicious by- way of an Allowance of fictitiqus 


Men in. the ſeveral Troops. Captain Alexander Wilſon 
very Faitly told the Committee how theſe fictitioug 


Names, lately invented, are diſpoſed of in the Firſt Troop 
of Grenadier- Guards, vix. 


(a) B. 
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I can't, from the Report, i the Quantum of this 
"- Pay to the, Others of the ſux Troops of Guards; : 
but; from the Nu mber of 29 fiftitious Men allowed in 
20 T roop, 1. do; not think call. amount to leſs than 
th of the former whole, Pay: It were, to- be wiſhed. 
75 Cominittee had been as S in this ener as in 
others of leſs Conſequence, that the People might 
have a \ Clear view of the Publick Oeconomy. Ms , n= op 
Tbe Committee to have taken yacomman Pai 
to come at the true 6 of the State of the Sine 
— "hog to the r. of effective Men, then able to 


re us. tem the Nel Ketetpts of the Scarch Rebels. 


rt. Zea on. this i portant Occaſion was both Ker 
TS but it * very odd, that in this neceſſary 
had not the Aſfiftance that might be ex ON 
Prop - in imminent Danger, as we were at the ine. 
appears by what they themſelves ſay in the Report. 
1750 Fut here it will be proper to obſerve, that very lit 
vidence was given to the Committee, with regard 
25 the Ser ength of the Regiments not mentioned in the 
4 Hl N the Returns nut having been produced; and 
4 e . Nelli in general, as will appear hereafter, 
9 Mg ig of n0 uſe at all i in that Reſpect. 


> 7% Pag. 61. 
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"By an \ Abſtract in dix N 0. 30) it appears, 
by the Returns made FF; of the 1 Ye ar 7 45, that 
the Men. fectives in only a Part of our A ſuch as the 
Committee could procute' the So 6f. ene to 
5567 Men. A great Number of Non: effeQives, in time 
of need, on that allowed by Parliament, which did not 
exceed * 43767) Men, computing all the different Corps 
together mentioned in the faid AbſtraQ, "at the Foot of 
which, the Committee barg ſubjoin d t the following | 


EP Memorandum. The Strength of the other Regi- 
„ ments, Troops, and Companies, in Great- Britain, and 
<< the, Plantations, cannot be aſcertained, the Returns not 
© having been laid before the Committee.” 


But alas! how nx is the Impofition by Aae if 
compared with that by Mfuſtert, as will appear a 
when we come to examine what the Cotnmittee report « 
the Condes and Probity 'of the Comtnillaries of Muffters,. 

San ae, 

In order to ſer the bod Ude apdllg NS! Cop 
nels and Commiſſaries, one need only turn to what t 
Report ſays of Dalzel!'s Regiment of Foot in the Leeward 
undi, which, by the hte e Eftabliſhatent; ſhould be 1000 

rong, that is, to 70 Men a Company. Mr. Mathew, 
Governor of the Eerward andt, being in conſtant A 
prehenſion of a Deſcent” by the French from Martinico, 
complained of the little Care Mr. Dalkall took to recruit agd 
compleat his Regiment, then at St. Chriflopher and Au- 
' tigua, (a) I find my Complaint, relating to the Regi- 
e ment, is before a Board of General Officers ; and that 
General Dalxell denies the Facts. If his Agent can 
<< be prevailed upon to deny them, or Mr. Brig ſlocke, 1 
«© will, in vindication of my own Mir" — home 
1 Quire of Proofs, on Oath, and under the Great Seal, 
and add Forty Enormities to my light Charge, you qe 
„ livered' from me to his the Duke of Newcaſtle. 
% Incloſed is the Majors Return of the five Companies 
here [ St. Chriſtopher ;] thoſe at Antigua are no better— 


4. Take 
(a) Pag. 65. 
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eral, they ary 9 ; 
. 9 rank oy nels 20 ltere be, ad 5 
m. PS; & as we Imes 
Danger, not 1 we by, Fn ok Par- 
liament for our De ryice, of even. — 


few Men thought proper — 5 oh to keep up the. 
zof a Regiment, by the detaiging from them common 


Xcllaries; ſuch as Shoes eee, 48 o Ne l 
* 


Vat what doc oo Wake all f yin Mi 
e berge againſt him 
State of the N worſe . Toys 775 
mand * it. ( Lieutenant D alzell deſiring, A 
<6 * admitted to be heard, in relation to the 5 
25 nt, (of Governor Mathews) ſaid,.. 
1 ch after the King gave hee the, 1 
| pn in, Næuamber 17,394), it a 

ich {gg thee e the ſaid B 


e 
Id, be made | 
anger and EY tert a 


L. 1 forth WY 
9 he) Comminee, air letting eee he no 


Act niſþing/ Mutiny aud, 
tue Commiſſagias of W day; (c) ws T1 i In- 
, Aructiens $0. e mmiſſaries your N have 
nt. ſeen, althou h the Houſe was ihformed, upon the 


“ 28th of — laſt, in Anſwer to theip-Adgrefs to 
is 
; (e) Pag. 66. () Pag. 67. (e) Pag. 73. 


1331 
By s Maj „ of the ;25th of the ſame th. that his 
. 1 be graciouſly pleaſed — % 
6 oy the faid In/iruftions ſhould be laid "before the 
„% Houſe, '—— His Majeſty can do no Wrong, by Law, 
nor would if he could; but we may be allowed to ſuppoſe 
other wiſe of his Servants, who may have their: Resſons ſor 
got laying the Inſttuctions to the Commiſſa ties oſ — pong 
0 ore le Committee, of which they here anhin. lin 
AWtat'the Comminze fy. (mmadatly Aer, of theſe 
F Comimiffaries, whoſe Inftruftions could; not be come at, is 
vety particular (a). The Committee findings that, in 
the Muſter rolls referred to them, the F gorges: — 
, conſtantly. cettified to be damen, to the Number upon 
„ the Eſtabliſhment, notwithſtanding, it had been proved, 
&« that they never were fo, examined ue Commilaries 
40 ae to that Matter. ˖ 


It auld. be endleſo to biet cit; 72 thei tnflences of 

and .Colluſion. in the Commiſlaries..of. the Muſters 

and ſeveral Colonels and other Officers, as ſet ſorth by the 

; Committee, by this Report; but the following Paragraph 

Setting the Matter in a ieren Light, let me be qr 
* tranſcribe it at large, tho of the agen | 


8) % A Member of the Houſe, and e of the-ſald 
ty-Commiſſaries of the - Maſters, attending the 
-* « Committee and ſubmitting to be examined, . ſaid, (a- 
4 mong other Things) That being ſent abroad, fines the. 
: "66, << he uſed to call over all the Mien by their/Nemes 3 
| + but the General Officers obſerving — this: Method 
vould ſubject them to Inconveniencies, he (the ſaid Mem- 
ber) was thereupon ordered by Lord Stair, to dass the 
„Rolls, as they were ſent to him, from one Muſter to 
another, ſigned by two Officers of each Trpop or Com- 
*< pany, and had a Warrant from Lord Stair for his Ju- 
« Migge: That he-afterwards muſterrd che Troops in 
tha ſage. manner, and had a like Warrant frum Marſhal 
.& Wade, & Or. for; that Purpoſe ; and thet'be: never: A 
e wards, is Funde Jovi the eee 

HMuafer- 
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e Muſter-rolls, in * 8. b © Ralls ſore the 
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at home as abroad ——But what follo gp lets | us into 1 2 
en for the gtest Patilih 


- +0 (aid! Member, being 0 0 7 8 os hat 
r= Commiliiry*s Sar Y idr per Day, bart 
16\blifliinenty beſides which," 4 general I of Flt” 


„Guinea is given by the Captain of work Company bf 


Foot, and a Guinea by the Captain of every, os of 
1. Horbait bons, at each Muſter in England \; a 
dec x hiſtvle for each Trop; HARA 2 Gaines for es 
($*1Comipitiy, msd or, t ſometimes "this Ga 
has idee reulsg abe "Him, then the Tops" were 
p. Being ad, Wether he epetf ing 

4 Nemarles abbdt che Hof of the” Corpes With Foce 
„ to Horſes and Accoutrements, Qc. he ſaid, That be 


e madd 16 N ddt if tber whe cc reef 1 0 Wig | 


„And yet the Act of Parliament æxpreſly une W 
ſuties to exkinine* Men and 10 85 to! fen do R 
"<Gut%#hat they här have verified by Vie. But . 
arte of Hl and Hole Gaines, and 2000 Entertain 
"with Plenty od Wines provided- by Colonels and other Off- 
<cers, are ſuſficientits bim the moſt clear-ſighted Cn ary 
in the World. What Man can Hel upon 10 s, a. 
wichsnt Pergüäftteb? Abd pray; 50 ie D would 
K x vr if ehey 3 no Beteft to the Glver ? 

his wiſely do theſe 85 and Receivers” play Li Be 

yomher's Hands" But, al this while, the Publick, the Pn 
e e e eee, * 

ae ? abc: We Hors N * 

2 Pans Clerk in the Cemmigfy "ON ys, 
other he Kh nag 66 "That: wal ee K for 

there, us" the Witneſs believes; 

2 idee en babe bein kent do -the Office, 

unge. . 
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41 ing been muſter'd — 


'by — in which no 


Fry Herne., ure, zbeßn Hani for | 
muplete „han perhaps the Corts.{pre- 
nplcte,, are] ier 9 
_ know, nothing, of a but we: muſt alva, ſappeſ —— 
eee y 142 6 for puniſhing. Mutiny and Befehlen. 
1. Le fot ee e, bee es mod 16 
ward, Deputy Comm n en- 
bi eee hogs macho Pyxpoſe, 
N 0 


ign'd the Muſter- Roll of Lord Afatt Rar D 
la FIRE: without having -encubes dhe en 
er Hark,» „ene dine 3d ne ng ei eantucd = 
M4 d 91 . art) ) och d Stine = bur ,vvot * 
59 of « rk whether, be fave. thecblen out, he en- 
198 EE in the r ee a moreoveri that no 
1 ers when' he was thete 3 hut that) they 
ent the Ralls, x hy chemſelves to him to Landon; 
# when he came a5 his Circuit ſometime in January 
er Et and. dated. tbem of, Oourſe, {567 + 
25 ren ttt TA neo oat? 
Gee Wee the, laſt, Winter at Miuaſan and 
| „the ſame Gentleman, being particularly urged, 
1 confeſſed that. he believed Home. Men were ſidk 
Fe, he had ,return'd; well; but ſaid, that de duns g- 
et the M and: Honour of the. Officers. 
ithout Doubt: be, may, as they. were) the only Perſons 
. who could be. Gainers:by.a falſe Muſter. 31% 225 
% Ne Goes BE N AV LL en Sd i 
1 le). But the Committe abſttving, that the Sick: ar not 
ee Muſter-Rolls returned to the Commii- 
5 ry's Once, And in enquiting into abe Reaſun of {that 
18's On the. ſaid. Newton.confel&dg that jt was owing 


to hib own N But he rds [a6 thasdhe 
Practice of hah. 2 the R inp 7 Abſent „ bas been 


ect od three gr ſue Hrs Bet) on ab 


© | PP -28 2d ade v ri 
Dt” 6. "Being ed, w what Enidocce bt 1 50 
* e he i > 96. bad only. the; Hard of 
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100 10 70 $9 ge % 
| ado euorgnsb Halb os armubts: 3 
Tho- many Pages of the Report be taken up with this 
te. Newton's Examination, Very well worth the Examida- 
all. who — ſeei the ShuMMlings & Com miſſarirs 

40 Offcems 1 Galan touch upon owe! or: three of his 
—ů— 1972 p ü 4, . a6 ai 


i mi 2169 C.0w1 - zh ni 186 | 16} nelle 


« 4B), 58 And che added, That till within theſe few Fear 
Ee had Centficates of. the Siat and Abſent, but that, tho“ 
dit — —— as it w ſormetly, 
* gt rr at. 
<< lates: at; the Contmill; mL.) 40 abr: 
1 As for. Pergyiftes,»be-fays, Gland belizves, <6 Fa 
8 goes but byiaboſe. Officers who: 
had relolved to keep Companies. complete, ard 
<«c nothing And he added, 'that he-lately.muſter'd — 2 
abe auditianal Companies, who: gave: im sothinp, the 
Company being cempiate 3 and that in that Inſtance, A 
% did nat tate the Mord n Ait. x f* naqu 
e * — N 00 8 later: 1020 
W da, may bein the iel 
— the Gamma hy SAINT EASY ICI 
the good or bad —ů — 
Officers. Are the Officers honeſt,” and keep their Cotps 
gempleats 38 they ought f the Commiſfſary may Kiſ Their 
er. But are they no better than Offivers Are, 
and ml the. Nation pay for compleat Corps tho! not fel 
complete; then indeed, are they e dantr to the 
5 Vs ige, But the Hiper is aver paid at tithe. 
"bubbled: Nation's Coſt.— One Word more with Commit-- 
ſary Newton, and i haue done: with him for ever. (i) He 
ſaySwirfh ob hat the, Commiſſary, by his Inſtructions, is 
. % take hatice of the Clan I and Areoutrenemts 
ef len and Hels but that the Officers will aut give the 
* een Leave to maddle with that rar — 1 
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hope, Sic, am Amp dolnot took! upon themiedit9 ig be 

er Prem —— e 
ciont Nm; Wh made and ufHnα’, H 
Armpychtre ut h,i]me that · tuned. it heir 
Doors; T hope our Army or oi Dads e ee 


of aſſuming avg: ſuch dangerous Power. 
en. 25. with 


9M} die qu 1935? 39 4% VA, 263 16 22851 10 . 
By: autiat appeare by the Report, Comes frdes ate t- 
te nſad:avy.ivihers hut , Hngland. * 12 
* drvand Fohmjorn, of Brigadier Fob 
ce ing asked, Whether he even knew: — ont 
10 in Ny ors ſaid, That he was two Years.in that King - 
<<, doing: and never ſaw any Muſter-Maſter there but that 
euthe Nolls were-fent ta Edinburgb, aud the ſame Complimene 
FJallowed there as in Enge, For my part, 1 think 
the Government quite in the right - not d be at the Ex- 
pence of. Commiſſaries in Scor/andt & and if there were none 
— don't think it would e a2 Los e the Na- 
tion, For the ſame Reaſon Lam ſbrry that che ** 
ſhould be ſaddled with the Expence of 720 Officers, ealled 
abe Anny, eteated in at Doſleß a Pa- 
lary than 1 500 1. per dm F. 
that tho theſe Officers wer created hie y t den Cheek 
upon the Commiſſarics of \Muftcyy, yet Mr. Muhen, their 
Secretary, who has a Salary of 300 J. per Aunum, beſides 
Peryiufites, ſæys, that for Nors de has been in the 
en. ) No Attempt had ever beam made in his Time 
| br Comptrollers, to ſettle Methods fat” obviating 
Fraud in Muſters. And yet by their Inſtructions, 
as ſet forth hy the Committee, (u) Tbey are to inſpect 
a Mufters, and  Mufter»rolls,* to be taten of the faid 
e Forem, ur any of whom, ami the Computation ef Puy 
made thereupon, 2nd ta take ſuech Methods in relation 
<< theretd, as may beſt ob iate all Fraud and dbyſes con- 
<. cerning Muſters, Gr. - Tbeſe Iuſtructions were 
dated 26 June, 170g, and . — we ſuppoſe, to continue 
the ſame:down':to the pteſent Time j but the Committee, 
it ſeems, could find none that were iſſued for many Years 
paſt. And, if the Comptrollets and their Cera were Jaid 
aſide as well as their Inſtructions, I am ſure the Publick 
would be Gainers at leaſt 1800 J. per Annum, beſides Per- 
quiſites, not to mention Gratuities for Secret Ser vice, _ | 
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— vieh it / kad · been impoſſible to detect the 


daulw 3a2mdflildef}. 2 ner 3 $11, AIAN e 22s 
1M 51d) 10 veg er de SHEA ne oft 2 
At nut he hid danthe Henn of the; Gentlemen of the 
that\they tool fire} Nins in r. Ne- 


Frauds and Abuſes of b. dN trou a People as. Ar Cem. 
miſarits, and Cuimefhe i Rut e find thet Frauds. and Abuſes 
arc not cν-dt..iu to chat Gente onA nonsA s to 22g5q 
Trid of sr Ogg ett oyngm 208 mH NOV 245 
r) 4. Vour Cochmniteeen bie ing con fidered f compared 
Fb Copies of :the Eſtabliſo menu off Gentra/and, Gene- 
mb Seat£;Officers in Gref Britains in Nanders, and in 

45 Jralatid} bor the Years 94 351 17. 444 1749, — 
with be ifs! relativ thoreto, reſerred to them upon 
% Monday the 26th Day of May laſt, obſerve, that there 
« are, firſt; ſeveral General Officers, dude e — 
ircrordim w different Ranks upon different A 

din rent Countries, ot ans and the Same Tine ps 


_ 46. ſomes 2068 have on e ee ee femme 


ae Bftubliſhment dei d rtren dex ont, 
Nit „ e bowolle u NM mod Ms 
e e Baſides- what is alrendy dp de 
dr Charge ef which amounts to 500 I in the three 
«+ aforefaid. Wente) there is a Saving of- 3837 Ulto Ke 
„ :countedffor; arifing.in.the Mears 744 e 
<6; Ones ſpeciied in the! Eſtabliſhment 4, h 
5+; byahe laid Liſts (ſer forth in the Report, che fame, Pag 
$6 appear uu to have been filled: ap; and a further 1 
$5,220), - is-Nated due to an Officer far ſams Tie after 
rat. Which Suma amount rogether to 4057 4.” 4 
290 217110 iy N aq 1 r TERS 4 4) hy + A105, * 
e Kun renten bo der, odſwied,. hat in the g 
* neral and Staff Officers in Great Britain, or. the. Lear 
4 1744, beſides the Quarter - Maſter — — — — 
routed Mg, auch 2 ter Mader General, at 
Mö nd his — 5 8. 4 Daz, from, 24th 
1 — 8th nei Ln] Lan Ame 


the 


ame, - Deputy Aaiutant- Gener added, at 5 5. 
b A Wo s continued upon the for 
the Year 1745, to the 1ſt of Galler, Which la 


0 Pay * Pag. 06. . 


« mas never mentioned NE 1] Eſtabliſhment, which 
e the Committe have ſeen. The Pay of | theſe Officers, 
A er d Püme zwe ſpecified, Cm tie py lice. 54. 
Erbe Torwl'of the thret de Amie whicirap- 
peaf tö nie atögetner Tupperfiubus arid undccelaryg and = 
feemed to tave* apfieared: ſocto che Committee, nt to- 
Lether te 0262 L N Gd. notHifling Articlenin that Ex- 
pence of a Nation more caxed v incumbred than ane in 
the World, But for many Years paſt, it ſeems to have 
been the Scud y w Ka Men rather to 1thrit+ (than 
Teſſew the "National Expenee i (every Branotr and Article, 
a8 if there bad Been a premediiated Deſign of (humblicd the 
People by impoveriſhing them. But, to follow the 
Committee," we Mall now deſoeod- from his Majelty's: Band 
Ferrer, to his Marines. + NM 0 4&0. d108 5012 ed. 


AY halle dn er TY [s19m<) {s19v3} ef 18 2? 
* 1 have habe pm gene from the Nepp (Page 30) that 
the Hirreqſe of the preſent Chur ge of 2 n Ma- 


dns "more than the ſame was" of thi like Number in Queen 
'Anne's Reign, amounts to 15086 J. 136d. par Amum, 
a from Douceurs allowed by a New Eſtabliſhment, 
7th May; 1740." I'-ſhalk not hete-examine, Whether 
2 t Corps of Marines are under better Management, 
of ate-Kndered+ more uſeful to the Nation than choſe in 
that yiRtorious Princes's Days; but am dure the Nation is at 
t in a worſe Condition to beat this additional Expencæ, 
this Eftabliſhment, wherein the Condition of this Body 
of Troops*is{o* much better than it was while we were 
Conquerors every where, the following Clauſe is ſo much 
the more remarkable, that we find, by the Repert, ttat it 
had been totally diſregarded by the 8 to this Corps, 
"tho” he be the Perſon intended to be the moſt ſtrictly tied 
down by the e een eee $816 bus n 
, eig r 0 N Dan N 11 7 2041 * WI 1 
<> ( %% An Dien is und tit moro con- 
1 vellient for his Service, and for the Eaſe and Conveni- 
= - "rice, of the Officers 1 Men belonging wo os 
1 << ts,” that a particular Puyniaſt r ſhould de 
| e Powe lit the Foy of the Reg hs Ie 


nN. ; 4 & ir 0) 22 r 
0 Pag. 108, 
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IL | 

n th evveive all dach Sum of Money, as ſhall-from Time 
e t Time be iſſued of im tor their Uſe ; and the 

0 Commiſſoners of the Treaſury, or the Lord High T rea- 
e (ſaver; ſhould iſſue, or direct to be iſſued, the Money, 
. as) aforeſaid, to him the-faid Paymaſter, or his Deputy; 
* Hir 12 Fequtires the ſaid Paymaſter, uαν⏑νnA n 
F all fuch Money, to iſſue the fame to the re- 
Io wr atiry+ or n Men, * 1 9. * 


. * 


But n theſe firiet. [njunfions by i (his Ma- 

to the Paymaſter, to iſſue. the Money he :receives of 

he Treaſury dmesg to the reſpective Colonels for the 

e of their Regiments, we ſhall find by and by, that no 

leſs a Sum than One Hundred Thouſand — a d for 

a long Time, nat only in the Paymaſter”s Hands, but in 

"thoſe of his Deputy's Deputy, who gamed wich it, to his 
"own Emolument, but at the Riſque of the Public. A Ty 


Mr. Themas- Paterſon, Agent to fone Reghndhta.oh Ma- 
Roy being examined, ſaid among other Things; (r) That 
'& the Pay of the Marines is iſſued regularly, a Month in 
% Advance; but that no Balance has been ſtated ſince 
ny Chriftmas, 1740; nor have thoſe Troops been ever re- 
8c gularly muſtered; ''——If- no | Balance be ated in the 
Court ol Six Dart, and no regular Muſter made from the 
"firſt raiſing theſe Troops to this Hour, well 020 the 
"Natiorr become poor while the Colonels n rich. 


The faid Witneſs goes on (as to ths ae Fn . 
„Men in the Expedition to America) and ſaid, 


4) That when the Accounts come to be ſettled, thoſe 
<« Savings will be very conſiderable, the 70 Men ger Com- 

ny being reduced, as he believes, to 30, before the 
2 4 ex edition? ceaſed ; and that ſoveral Sums have been al- 
cc ready paid by Warrants out of thoſe Savings, H. 
Ah! theſe Warrants, how uſeful are they to Colonels and 
e en mah 


61 ** 1 * : (c As 
5 Pag. 111. 659 Did. a 5 


7 
wh . pay it to-tham 4. þ oo ae ro ny 1 8 
* toinary to pay it, the Colonels promiſing, either to get 
« a Warrant for it, or return it, if it ſhould not be al- 
«owed :* That when a Colonel has deſired this Jangy, he 
ze (the Witneſs) has exprefied ſome Unwillingneſs to pa 
it without a Warrant; hut that he co oy not ch 
on „eien TIE Ws n 3 the Mo 


eh 4 Kad he preſented tothe, Committee afi Agcoubt of 
of 22 Pay, credited in Col. Frazer's and Major. General 
%s Rtedunts; whereby it appeared, that the former 
had Credit for the Sum of 590 J. 6 d. and the latter 
/for 20x 4 61. 11 d.“ We ſee here how. the 
gents and: Colonels play into each other's Hands; ahd if 
whole Truth came out, perhaps it might be ſeen that 
— Snaeks in this Article of vacant Pay, as well as in 
many others. For is it probable that an Agent would 
= away fo large a Sum. at once as rwelve hundred Pounds 
a Warrant, to a Perſon whom he knew had no 
| Colour of Right, if he had not his ſecret Reaſons? But indeed 
f it matters not much to the Public into whoſe Pockets thoſe 
1 _ Savings ſink, ſince they are ſunk from the Nation. 


I If Colonds-would be- eantented to live by the Dend, 
; without worrying the Living, they might be leſs odjous 
| an d deteſted than they are at preſent to thoſe under theic 
Command. But being often made Colonels by Intereſt, as 
American Governors are, to patch up broken Fortunes, 

they think they have a Claim to the growing rich at any 
Rate or Hazard. There are 2 thouſand Inftances beſides 

what appear in this Report, of the Rapaciouſneſs of theſe 

uny Tyrants; but I ſhall confine my 5 what the 

mittee ſay of them. The ſame Mr. Paterſon afore 

ſaid, who was at leaſt or if not an Acceſſory, to the 
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and ten Pence. 


[42] | 
wrong done to the Officers of ſome of the Marine Regi- 
ments, in the Stoppage of their Clearings, tells the Com- 
mittee; (That the Officers of theſe Regiments are 
Ain @ very bad Condition through the want of their Clear- 
c. ins; and that he has heard, that they /ell them at a great 
« Diſcaunt,” And who can lay that their Clear» 
ings are ſtopt from theſe meriting but neceſſitous Officers, 
purpoſely, that they may be under a Neceſſity of ſelling 
them at a great Diſcount * But it may be eaſily ſurmized 
who the Buyers are. (y) In another Part of the Report, 
Evidence is given by Captain Edward Fohnſon, that theſe 
injured Officers had been obliged to ſell their. hs at 
50 ger Cent. Diſcount. | 


Mr. Paterſon proceeds to inform the 888 (=) 
. that he. had heard it was a Practice, to buy the Cloaths 
back from the Men, when they have had more than one 
& Cloathing delivered to them at a Time. Seve- 
zal athers confirm the like Practice; and that the poor Men 


had no more than (a) twelve Shillings and Sixpence for a 


full Cloathing, the which had been ſtopt from themſelves 
at ſo exorbitant a Rate as (b) one Pound ſeventeen Shillings 
And. yet Colonels need not thus ſcxew 
down the poor Creatures under their Command, both.in the 
felling their Cloathing to them, and. buy them of them 
again, as wilLevidently appear by the following State of the 
Tact, by the: foregoing Mr. Paterſon. 


99 * And, in order to ſtate to the Committee the A- 
mount of the Off-rechonings. and Charge of Cloathing of 
. 22 N of Marines, he is, and has been, con- 

rned for, he preſented to the Committee Major-Ge- 
& ral Malfets Cloathing Accounts for the Years 1741, 
＋ 1742, 1743, 1744, and 1745; and alſo Lieutenant- 
&< General CornawalPs Cloathing Accounts, for the Years 
*. 17 44, and 1745 ;z. and alſo. Brigadier-General * 
<, Cloathing Account, for the Year 1745; whereby it 


appeared, that the Balance to General 7/7, 227 in the 


Ss. ſaid fve.Years, amounted to 7978 J. 135. 5½ 4. beſides 
60 the 


(*I Pag. 113. (») Pag. 130. (x) Bid. (a) Pag, 12% 
A Pag. 19. (e Rage 113, | 


4 . 
the Sum of 654“. 165. — for Intereſt on the fe» 
<«.yeral Sums disburſed for Cloathing ; to General Corne- 
« wall, in the ſaid three Years, the Sum of 49557. 15 K. 
% O d. excluſive of the Sum of 549 l. 45s. charged for 
© Intereſt as before; to Colonel Frazer, in the faid twe 
« Years, to the Sum of 2897 l. 125. 34. beſides the 
« Sum of 288 J. 13 5s. charged for Intereſt, as aforeſaid ; 
« and to Brigadier Bing in the ſaid Year 1745, to the 
« Sum of 1556/. 8 5. 84 d. beſides the Sum of 134 4. 
* 11 f. charged for Intereſt.” 


* 


If the Intereſt Money be taken into this Account, as it 
ought, in as much as the Colonels have what reaſonable 
length of Time they pleaſe from the Contractors for 
Cloathing, we ſhall find that theſe Commanders, who will 
appear by and by to be wholly uſeleſs in the Marines 
eſpecially, do gain annually by cloathing their reſpective 
Regiments above ſeventeen hundred Pounds ; a monſtrous 
Sum to be ſpun out of the Entrails of the common Men, 
from whom it is ſtopt. But this is not one half of the 
Pay and Emeluments of a Colonel of Marines, who never- 
theleſs, from the very Nature of the Service, can be of no 
Manner of Uſe, as ſuch, to the Nation, as manifeſtly ap- 


pears by the Report. 


() „ Lieutenant Colonel 7/alhh, of Brigadier Pawlett's 
Regiment of Marines, being examined, faid, that the 
« 2 Detachments, which at any Time go in one 
«© Ship, conſiſt of a Captain, three Subalterns and one 
hundred Men; but that, ſometimes, a much leſs Num- 
« ber is ſent; and that Brigadier Pawlett, and ' himſelf 
„(the Witneſs) preſented a Memorial to the Admiralty, 
«© defiring' they might command their Men at Sea; but 
& that the Admiralty 3 to comply with their Requeſt, 
< alledging that three Field- Officers were ſcarcely ſuth- 
6 cient to take care of the Men aſhore.” One would 
think that the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty were not 
the propereſt Judges what Number of Field-Officers were 
neceſſary to take care of a Regiment aſhore. - But ſo it 
q ſeems, it happens, that the Nature of Things is often 
? changed in our Service. 
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The Uſefulneſs of Field Officers in the Marines, is proy- 
ed likewiſe by Lieutenant-Colonel Leighton, of PFrazer's 
Regiment of Marines, who, ſaid (a) “ that he never had 
the Command of any Marines, at Sea, the Captains of 


„Men of War refuſing to take a Lieutenant. Colonel on board 


« their Ships.” 


By what appears then, Sir, the Colonels, Lieutenant- 
Colonels and Majors of our ten Regiments of Marines, 
are every whit as uſeleſs as their General, a Poſt contriv- 
ed by ſome Courtier's prolifick Brain, to eaſe the Civil 
Liſt Revenue of a Penſion of 4000 J. per Annum, and 
throw as much more upon the poor Beaſts of Burthen, the 
People, But if only the publick Service had been intend- 
ed by raiſing a Corps of Marines, why might not they 
rather be divided into Independent Companies, by 
which each Captain might be perfonally on board with his 
Company, than into Regiments, as they now are, when 
the Field-Officers are totally uſeleſs to the Publick, tho' a 
vaſt Charge to the Nation ? | b 


And it appears likewiſe that the Field Officers of a Regi- 
ment of Marines, are not leſs uſeleſs than their ; 
with this Difference only, that theſe laſt are permitted, if 
they pleaſe to act, and do ſometimes, by their Deputies ; 
whereas the former, if they may, never do part with a 
Shilling to any that act for them on board a Ship. Be- 
fides the Pay of a Chaplain, whether ſplit or intire, is but 
a Mite, if compared to the Pay and Emoluments of the 


# 


Field Officers, 


Captain Jahn Murray, of Colonel Cockran's Regiment 
of Marines, ſaid (5) With regard to the Chaplains of 
« the Marine Regiments, that, when the Regiments went 
* to the afl. Indies, the Chaplains ſent Deputies, who 
<<. were allowed half the Pay.” ——lt were to be wiſhed 
the Captain had told us who thoſe Deputies were that would 
ſo hazardous a Voyage for half the Pay, For he has 
us in doubt, whether the Chaplains had not delegated 

. their 


(a) Pag. 120. (5) Pag. 129. 


their Power of * A and Abſolving to ei- 
ther the commiſſioned or non commiſſioned Officers in 
the Regiments. Nor are we any better ſatisfied how: theſe 
late-created Miſſioners were gifted, 


I ſhould have expected that the Mufter- Maſters of fuch 
Regiments of Marines as were prayed with by Depulation 
only, would have reſpited on the Rolls fuch Chaplains as 
did not attend perſonally. ; but I find that there ae no ſuch 
T hiags as Reſpite in uſe, or ſo much as known among 
the Marines. All the Corps are not only compleat ones, 
but continue always fo, if Muſter- Rolls be any Proof. — 

in Edward Fohnſon, of Duncomb's Regiment of Ma- 
rines, ſaid, (a) that he did not remember, that be ever 
« {aw any Reſpites. upon the Marine. Mufter- Rolls,” ——— 
might rather have ſaid, that there are no Muſters at all 
made of theſe "Troops, the Officers having no ſort of 
Check upon them as ta the Numbers or Condition of their 
reſpective Corps. 3. 


(5) * Mr, Jahn Innes, late Lieutenant of Duncombe's 
C Regiment of Marines, being examined in relation to 
e the Method of paying the Men in this Regiment, he 
& ſaid, he did not remember that any certain Sum was 
c iſſued, but that the Commanding Officers received: the 
6 Money upon Account, according to the Number of 
„Men under their Command; and that the Pay- Maſter 
« was obliged ta take the Officers Mord, that he really had 
% the Number of Men, whoſe Subſiſtence he drew for; 
© there being na. other Check,” Mr. Herbert, the 

y Pay-Maſter, owns (c) < that for three. Bars to- 
&« gether no Muſter- Rolli ꝛuere come into their Office.” Ons 
may perceive that a certain Spirit of Negligence ot Indul- 
gence ſpreads itſelf throughout the whole Management 
of our Land Forces and Marines, and particularly the 
latter, as appears but too flagrantly on the Face of the 
Report, but more eſpecially the latter Part of it relating 
ta the Pay and Pay-Maſter of that Corps. To illuſtrate 
this Matter mare. clearly, I ſhall: ſet dawn. from the Re- 


port, the Account of ues from the Exchequer to-the 
: Pay- maſter 


(a) Pag. 130. (6) Pag. 150. (c) Pag. 157, 


[ 

Pay-Maſter of the l the Time hay were 
raiſed, to Chriſimas 17 45, and the Payments he-made ; 
kerein it is ſaid, 


(a) * That the Iflues from the 
C Exchequer, to the faid Pay- | 
«. Maſter, during the Time 1 1,110,340 15 8 
< ſaid, amounted to | 
And the regimental Payments to $885,386 14 7 + 
Which left a Balance tothe Marine - # 
Service, of — — 224,954 10 +4 


Thus the Account ſtood laſt Chri iftmas, when the Pay- 
Maſter of the Marines had ſo prodigious a Sum in his 
Hands as the One Fourth of a Million Sterling. How long 
before this vaſt Depoſite had lain in that ſingle Hand, the 
Report does not ſet forth ; but it may be preſumed, that 
it had been for ſome conſiderably Time, 1 as I ſhall 
ſhew preſently, the Pay- maſter's Deputy's Deputy could 
venture to put great Part of it out to Intereſt for his own 
and his Secret Partner's private Uſe and Advantage. 


The Report proceeds to ſhew what Money was in the 
faid Pay-maſter's Hands on the ad of April laſt, to which 
Time the Accounts were laid before them. And here fol- 
lows the Account of the Disburſements, not actually made, 
but moſtly to be made, from the 25th of December, to the 
2d of April; and even after theſe Articles, moſt of which 
will appear as extraordinary as the moi extraordinary Part 
of the Report, there will have remained above one Hun- 
dred - Thouſand Pounds in the Pay-maſter's Hands, ſuppoſing 
he had really parted with the Reſt of the Balance of 
224-954 / 15. © d. three Farthings, which he certainly 

id not, as may nl by the Articles as ſet down in the 
Re 


(3) © From which (Ballance of rc I 5. o d. 
ce three Farthings in the Pay- maſter's Hands on the 25th 
< of December laſt) according to the ſaid Account, were 


© to be deducted the ſeveral Sums following, _ 
Payments 


(a) Pag. 157. (5) Pag. 157. 


(47) 
ce Payments to the ſeveral Regiments in | 
: 1746. — ; 143.370 3 


«© Levy Maney | 20,000 © © 

« For Widows 13000 © © 

« Payments out of Poundage and Con- 
{47038 


c tingencies by M arrant for Exche- 
c quer Fees, Salaries, Marches, &c, 


123,402 17 8 2 


711 


The Firſt Article of this Account eannot well be ob- 
to, becauſe it is probable the Payments mentioned, 
have been made from Chriſimas to April, as the Troops 
could not ſubſiſt without their Pay. But, I confeſs, I do 
not underſtand the Second Article, or at leaſt why it ſhould 
be ſo large as Tiventy Thouſand Pounds. ——Levy Money |! for 
what ? the Corps were raiſed long before laſt Chri/tmas ; 
and ſure the Colnelu, who have ſo beneficial Sine Cures, 
may afford to keep their reſpective Regiments complete, 
without ſo vaſt an additional Expence, as Twenty Thouſand 
Pounds, in three Months, to the Publick : The third 
Article ſeems to me no leſs extraordinary than the Second, 
Thirteen Thouſand Pounds, I ſuppoſe in the Year 1745 
only, becauſe it appears ſo by the Report, to- the Widows 
of Officers in Ten Regiments of Marines,'is a prodigious 
Sum. And what makes it ſeem the more extraordinar 
to me is, that, I find by the Report, (Pag. 6.) the Fund 
for the Widows of Officers in Thirty Battalions of Foot, 
to amount but to 82731. 6 5. 8 d. It muſtbe conſider- 
ed too, that this great old Corps of Troops, - may be ſup- 
poſed to have more Widows dependent upon them than 
new-raiſed Troops, ſuch as the Marines are.—But the 
Fourth and laſt Article in this. Account, ſeems yet more 
unintelligible than any of the others. Payments our 
Poundage and Cantmgencies | I would be glad to know, what 
this Means. OuT of Poundage, &c. Was it Payments 
For Poundage and Contingencies, this Part of the Article 
might be in ſome Sort accounted for ; but as it ſtands, 
to ſpeak the beſt of it, it bears no very promiſing Mean- 
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[48 ] 
But to proceed, the next Diviſion in this Faurth 
Article, is, % Haram. Jon [| never was very fond of 
Warrants veiore I read this Report, but ever ſince the 
Committee have here pointed out the ii Uſe that has been 


made of the Royal Bounty, by meat of /Yarrants to Co- 
nel and many others, I am quite ſick of the Word. 


But might it not have been inſiſted upon by the Committee, - 
that the Pay- maſtet of the Marines ſhould be more ſpecifick 


and minute than he has been in this fourth Article, fo much 
in the Groſs? For inftance, ought not he to have ſpeci- 


fied the reſpetive Sums paid away by Warrant, and to 
whom paid ? Ought not he, likewiſe, to have particulari- 


26d the different Sums paid for Exchequer Fees, Salaries, 


Marches, &c. | 
To foy no worſe of this 2 Article particularly, and 


indeed of all the ur Articles, they are dark and myſte- 


rious; and by conſequence, very improper to be laid in 
no clearer a Manner, before a-Committee of the Commons 


of Great Britain. But it ſhews, and ſorry J am to fee 
it, that the Officers of the Crown do not ſtand in that Awe 


of P 


5, which every good Subject would wiſh they 


But theſe four Articles being admitted in the N. 
maſter's own inaccurate Form, there remained ſtill a Ba- 
lance in his Hauds, on the 2d of April laſt, of 101, 55 1 J. 
3 5. 44, which by his own Confeſſion in the following 


Articles, has been in his Hands for a long Time. 


(a) * Of which Balance of 101,551 J. 3s. 4 d. the 
«© Sum of 64, 102 J. is the Arrears of Clearings of the 
„ Years 1741, 1742, 1743, of Six of the Regiments, 
&* for the three whole Years, and of the other Four, for 
© rwo Years and a half 64,102 © © 
& For Off-r:chonings due to the Ten Regi. 

ce ments, from Chriſimas to Moline 15,220 0 0 

* 1745, Which are to be paid immediate, 


kd * 


. . 
— w 


797322 © 
I wiſh 


(a) Pag. 157. 
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I wiſh, Sir, you had obliged the Pay-maſter of the Ma- 
vines to have ſet forth his Reaſons for detaining ſo large a 
Sum as 64,192 J. in his Hands for ſome Years paſt, from a 
. deſerving Set of Gentlemen, ſuch as we muſt ſuppoſe the 

inferior Officers of the Corps of Marines to 'be, who, for 
want of that Money, have been obliged to ſell their Clear- 
ings at fifty per Cent, Loſs, Would it be uncharitable to 
ſuſpect, that the Detention of this Money, might be with 
a View of laying thoſe unhappy Gentlemen under the ne- 
ceſſity of parting with their Clearings at fo vaſt an Advan- 
tage to the Buyers, who, for any Thing we know, might 
have been P————rs as well as Colonels and Agents ? But 
tho' the Payment of the Clearings was poſtponed, we find 
the Off-reckonings paid off immediately. And who does not 
ſee the Reafon ? The Of-recktonings go into the Colonels 
Pocket to defray the Cloathing, &c. and Colonels have 
more Intereſt with Miniſters, than Subalterns and ſimple. 
Commanders of Companies, that have no Seats, &c. 


- 
0 
— 


In regard to theſe Clearing, for the Clearing of which the 
Paymaſter had Money in his Hands ſince 17 41,there is ſome» 
thing very ſingular related by Mr, Herbert the Deputy- - 
Paymaſter. (a) He fays, that ſome time laſt Summer 
« (1946) a Warrant was ſent to the Office, counter-ſign- 
ed by the Secretary at War, directing the Paymaſter 
to make out Debentures for Clearing the Four laſt-rais'd 
Regiments of Marines, notwithſtanding the Want of 
«© Muſfter-rolls ; but that the ſaid Warrant, not being fign- 
ed by the Treaſury, was not compliedwith.” I don't 
find throughout the whole Report, any other Varrant, 
except this one, that was required to be ſigned by the 
Treaſury. And even in this Inſtance, the Examinants 
before the Committee, ſhew the Caution to be frivolous, 
But we ſhall ſoon ſee why the Objection was made to this 
particular Warrant. Sixty-four thouſand Pounds was too 
great a Sum to be called in by Mr. Edmond Jones, the Pay- 
maſter's Deputy's Deputy, who had ſo carefully lent out 
that -and other large Sums for the trifling Conſideration of 
a little paltry Intereſt Money, * 

: I, 


Ca) Pag. 160. 


1550 


\ 


a5%isdM. fol WW ud ww doaidw ror; Nat „. | 
„Mel Eamon Deputy and Caſhier to the 
45 ante General "of ahs Marines, being examined, 
et aich, that he had been in the Office ever ſince its Eſtab- 
„ tiſhiment;* and was allowed a Balary of about 300 l. a 
+4 Vear; and hat he gabe ub Serurity: That he always re- 
56 ceived! the Money iſſued from the Exchequer, and ſome- 
times depoſited it in the Bank, with whom be kept a 
% Book'# bis own Name; in which Book were entered 
e the ſeveral Sums paid into, and received, from the 
% Bank; and that he had then upwards of 160, ooo J. in 
et his Hands, belonging to the Marines, (and their inferior 
«Officers ſtarving) which Sum he, at firſt, declared, was 
% Caſh' and Bank-Notes ; but upon further Pxamination, 
e he confeſſed,” after numberleſi Prævaricutiom, that Part 
of it was placed ont at Intereft, without the Papmaſter s 
1 Knowledge, 100 0 dende 1907 9 2 nite | x 


I don't know, Sir, how you may have been affected on 
the hearing that wpwards of a hundred thouſand Pounds of 
the public Money, had been intruſted to a-periy Clerk, that 
had given 0 Security for his Probity z but for my ſelf, 1 
trembled at reading this Part of your Report. What he 
ſays of his Hafter's Tenorance of his gaming with this vaſt 
Sum of publie Money, muſt certainly have had no more 
Weight with you than it has with me and all others, who 
have no Concern with Welch Elections; particularly that 
for the County of A 5. — But I muſt beg leave to 
keep Mr. Fones Company a little while longer. 


(c) * The Committee ſhall here take no Notice of 
e the ſeveral Variations in this Witneſs's Evidence, at 
e thedifferent Times he attended; but only ſtate that 
« part of it, which he inſiſted upon to be true, the laft 
« time he was examined in relation to this Matter; when 
tc being interrogated as to the particular Sums, and alſo 
e the Times when, and the Nature of the Securities, up- 
on which they were placed out, as aforeſaid, he ſaid, 
oc that he lent ooo J. upon Land-Tax T allies, in his own 
6 Name; and, ſometime afterwards, another Sum of 
«© 67001, or 7600 J. upon the like Securities, in the 

Name 


2 


(a) Pog. 51. (5) Pag. 52, 


6:51 ] 

«© Name of Mary Tyrrell, which was his Wife's Maiden 
Name ; but when theſe Sums were laid out, he ſaid, he 
$6, could not remember; (Poor Man ! what Pity that his 
4 Memory ſhould fo have fail'd. him!) That the next 
cc Sum lent was 20,000 J. upon Land- Tax Tallies, of 
<« the Year 1744, in the Name of Mr. Jahn Hanbury, (he 
© recovers his Memory a little) who gave bim leave to 
« make uſe of his Name; (a Condeſcenſion which every 
« Brother f 4 Paymaſter might not ſtoop to) and that in 
« March or April 1745, he placed out another Sum of 
( 40, 400 l. upon the like Security, of which Sum | 
« 26,00 1. was in the Name of Captain Alexander Mil- 
* /on, (an Agent to ſeveral Regiments) and the Reſidue in 
& the Name of the ſaid Mary Tyrrell: That, beſides theſe 
cc Sums lent upon Land-Tax Tallies, he alſo lent, in Fe- 
<c bruary I7 44s upwards of 10, ooo . upon Eaſft- India 
« Bonds; and two other Sums of 5,000 l. and 2600 J. 
cc upon Cloathing Aſſignments. 


Here, Sir, I will take leave of you, and of the Deputy 
to the Pay maſter of the Marines his Deputy, with this 
Obſervation, that the too great Lenity of former. Parlia- 
ments, or their Hattention to the Spoils committed 
the Public, has been the whole Source of the black Scene 
of Fraud, Corruption and Neglect, in the Management of 
the Army, which your Committee have brought to Light, 
at leaſt in part, as appears by this Report, which I return 

ou with the Thanks of this ancient Corporation, for the 
art you may have had in thus detecting the baſe Pur- 
leiners of the Public, I have the Honour to be, Cc. 


* 
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